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Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association
Celebrating 38 Years!

December 2011 (Vol. 39, Number 12)          Next Jam: December 4

President’s Note
By Richard Brooks

The fresh look of our newsletter 
comes from Mary Larsen, our new 
editor. She was the editor in 1993, 
but left to start Fiddler Magazine. 

“Silent Night” for
Twin Fiddles
By Jim Wood

“Silent Night,” originally “Stille Nacht” in German, was 
composed by Austrian Franz Gruber based on a poem by 
his friend Father Joseph Mohr. The two collaborated on this 
timeless carol in the afternoon of December 24, 1818, after 
their church’s organ broke down with no time for repairs 
before Midnight Mass. The men sang their new piece as a 
duet with simple accompaniment in lieu of the normal festal 
organ that Christmas Eve. 

Our version here retains that original spirit of simplicity, but 
I have added a few elements to increase interest since this is 
an instrumental version. Firstly, we have an eight-measure 
introduction that also doubles as an interlude before repeat-
ing the melody.          (Continued on page 6.)

Holiday Potluck on December 4
Join us on December 4 to celebrate the holidays at our an-
nual potluck dinner. Share your holiday or seasonal music 
with us on stage by signing up at the desk. It’s a chance to 
get to know fellow members and their families. Thanks to 
MaryAnn Clausen for coordinating this fun event. 

Please bring more side dishes than desserts. We do not have 
permission to use the kitchen facilities (kitchen sinks or 
electrical outlets). No food warmers or electric utensils are 
permitted. Please see page 3 for details.
      
Nomination of Trustees
If you want to help shape the future of the SCVFA by be-
coming a trustee, nominations are now open for two of the 
six trustee positions. Paul Clarke, Charlotte Prater, and 
Steve Joynes are on the nominating committee which is 
now accepting applications. Submit your name to any of 
them with a reason why you would like to become a trustee.
        (President’s Note continues on page 2.) 

Mary is still editor and publisher of this internationally-dis-
tributed magazine. (Check out www.fiddle.com for article 
excerpts, videos, and links to many fiddle-related websites.) 
Welcome, Mary!

We do need more help with the music page. Let us know if 
you can help.

The November 6 Youth Fiddle Contest
Our 10th Youth Fiddle Contest was a big success thanks to 
all our contestants, our judges (Katy, Jack, Art, and Tom), 
our MC (MaryAnn), and all our dedicated volunteers (photo 
on page 5). Pete Showman, our contest chairman, deserves 
our special gratitude for his countless hours of work that 
made it all happen. Thank you, Pete!

If you have one or two contest photos that you would like to 
be part of our historical archives, please email them to me.



The Fiddler’s Rag is published monthly by the Santa Clara 
Valley Fiddlers Association and is provided to members of 
the Association. The Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Associa-
tion (SCVFA), founded in 1973 in San Jose, California, is 
a nonprofit, volunteer-operated organization dedicated to the 
preservation, teaching, and enjoyment of traditional music. 
The first membership in a household includes the Fiddler’s 
Rag; additional members sharing the newsletter are steeply 
discounted. To join the SCVFA, sign up at the jam or visit 
www.fiddlers.org/join.

Officers and Chairs
President-Trustee  Richard J. Brooks
Vice President    OPEN
Treasurer    Janet Johnston
Membership    Pete Showman
Recording Secretary  Dinah Showman
Newsletter Editor  Mary Larsen
Newsletter Publisher  Charlotte Prater
Webmaster    (Pete Showman, acting)
Playout Coordinator  Paul Clarke
Youth Activity     OPEN (P. Showman & R. Brooks, act.)
Youth Fiddle Contest Pete Showman & Sarah Kirton
Publicity    Shared
Calendar    Pete Showman
Jam MC    Evelyn McCuistion
Trustees
 Seat 1: Pete Showman Seat 2: Gorden Gibson
 Seat 3: Paul Clarke Seat 4: Charlotte Prater
 Seat 5: Dave Williams Seat 6: Steve Joynes

Newsletter banner art by Hilary Cole

To Contact the SCVFA:
Mail:  P.O. Box 2666, Cupertino, CA 95015-2666
Email: president at fiddlers.org   Phone: (650) 328-3939
Newsletter Submissions & Comments:
Email: newsletter at fiddlers.org
Website: www.scvfa.org or www.fiddlers.org
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President’s Note (Continued from page 1):

Voting will take place by our membership at the February 
jam. Dave Williams has agreed to serve another term if re-
elected. Steve Joynes has decided not to run again after six 
years of dedicated service. Trustees are elected to three-year 
terms.

Holiday Shoppers: the Amazon Search Box is Back!
The Amazon search box is back just in time for your holiday 
shopping. By using the Amazon search box in the lower left 
side of our website, we get a small commission that costs 
you nothing but sure adds up. If you buy from Amazon, 
please use our search box first.
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SCVFA Happenings
November Trustee Meeting Highlights

The Trustees met on Sunday November 13, 2011, and took 
the following actions:
• Made plans for the SCVFA Holiday Potluck.
• Heard a report about the purchase of two monitor speak-

ers. This completes the replacement of the stolen sound 
equipment, under budget. The system is working well.  
We appreciate the donations of money and of equip-
ment—thanks to our donors.

• Heard a report on November’s Youth Fiddle Contest. Of 
18 entrants, 17 played in the contest. Discussed breaking 
up tasks for a possible future contest.

• Were pleased to accept Mary Larsen’s offer to be news-
letter editor.

• Reviewed Fiddler’s Rag advertising rates and agreed to a 
small rate increase, the first in ten years.  

• Discussed the upcoming Trustee election in February. 
Named a nominating committee to consider trustee nomi-
nations for one open position.

• Made plans to prepare a member roster to be ready if 
possible by March 2012. A different database program is

 being evaluated for keeping track of membership.
• Set January 15 as the next tentative trustee meeting date.
        –– Dinah Showman, SCVFA Secretary

Trustee Nomination Processes

The next Trustee election will be held during the Annual 
Meeting at the February 5, 2012 jam. Members in good 
standing (dues paid up) present at the meeting may vote.
Each year we elect two members to two trustee seats for 
three-year terms. Candidates can be nominated three ways:
1. An incumbent who wishes to run again is automatically 

nominated.
2. The Trustees may nominate additional candidates (often 

with the help of a nominating committee).
3. Nominations may be made by petition of at least three 

(3) members in good standing, with the written assent 
of the nominee, delivered to the President or Recording 
Secretary at least twenty-four (24) days before the elec-
tion (January 12, 2012). 

 
Candidates must be members in good standing to be eligi-
ble. Candidates known 45 days before the election (by Dec. 
22, 2011) will be listed in the election notice published in 
the January issue of the newsletter.

Potluck Help

A small committee headed by MaryAnn Clausen will be 
making the arrangements for the Potluck.  Thanks! If you’d 
like to help, contact MaryAnn or Richard Brooks.
     –– Pete Showman 

Miscellaneous News:
• It’s not too late to hear “Too Late Schottische”!
Dave Barton’s contest-winning tune “Too Late Schottische” 
was published in the July 2011 issue of the Fiddler’s Rag. 
Dave and Sarah Kirton have since videotaped their playing 
of the tune. Check it out at www.fiddle.com (free video les-
sons link). Sarah and cittra player Anne Kanerva also play a 
few beautiful Swedish slängpolskas.

• Upcoming Event: The Cloverdale Old Time Fiddle 
Festival will be held January 21-22, 2012.

Come one,
come all…
to the SCVFA Holiday Potluck,
Sunday, December 4
Hoover Middle School

Jamming and stage performances from 1-3 pm.
Potluck dinner starts at 3 pm.

What to bring? SIDE DISHES. The SCVFA pro-
vides turkey, ham, beverage, and eating utensils. We 
need more side dishes than desserts.

How much to bring? Please bring one dish to feed 
four times as many as are in your group. So, if you 
come alone, bring enough to serve four people. If you 
come as a couple, bring enough for eight. Please bring 
your own serving utensils and tape your name on your 
serving dishes so we know who they belong to.

Can’t bring a dish? Come anyway, and buy a meal 
ticket for just $5.

Note: We do not have permission to use the kitchen 
facilities (kitchen sinks or electrical outlets). No food 
warmers or electric utensils are permitted.
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SCVFA’s 10th Youth Fiddle Contest
Our 10th contest was held November 6, 2011. We had 17 contestants in the three divisions. Thanks to all the contestants and 
their families, and to the many SCVFA volunteers who all helped make it a successful event. The winners are listed below.

This was also Pete Showman’s tenth time as contest chairman. We are hoping find others to take this on, so we can continue 
the contest as an annual event. 

2011 Winners:

Division 1 contestants, L to R: Helen Ludé, Lili Newberry,
Khushi Parikh, Tessa Schwartz, Gilford Ting, Katelyn 
Wong, Oliver Zwissler.

Division 2 contestants, L to R: Marika Blacklock, Ella 
Campbell, Catrina Riordan, Edward Ross, Amanda Ting.

Division 3 contestants, L to R: Derya Akin, Elvin Hsieh, 
Michaela Law, Simone von Kugelgen. (Not present: 
Maxine Tsang.)

Division 1 (8 and under):      
1st: Katelyn Wong (8)         
2nd: Khushi Parikh (8)      
3rd: Tessa Schwartz (8)     
4th: Helen Ludé (8)          
5th: Gilford Ting (7)    

Division 2 (11 and under):
1st: Marika Blacklock (11) 
2nd: Ella Campbell (11)
3rd: Amanda Ting (11)
4th: Edward Ross (10)
5th: Catrina Riordan (10) 

Division 3 (17 and under):
1st: Elvin Hsieh (12) 
2nd: Derya Akin (16)
3rd: Simone von Kugelgen (13)
4th: Michaela Law (12) 
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Accouncer MaryAnn Clausen.
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10th Youth Fiddle Contest volunteers, November 6, 2011. L to R: Sam Morocco, Janet Johnston, Kenny Black-
lock, Allan French, Katy Bridges, Tom Clausen, MaryAnn Clausen, Richard Brooks, Arthur Kee, Charlotte Prater, 
Pete Showman, Dinah Showman, Dave Magram. (Not present: Jack Sadler.)  Thank you, everyone!

Division 2 judges: Jack Sadler, Arthur Kee, Tom Clausen.Div. 1 and 3 judges: Jack Sadler, Katy Bridges, Arthur Kee.

Trophies made by Mike Johnson’s class, lacquered by 
Mike, painted and varnished by Tom Clausen, brass plates 
by Pete showman, and colored by Tom Clausen.
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Tom Clausen displays the trophies.
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“Silent Night” for Twin Fiddles
(Continued from page 1)

Starting at letter A (measure 9), the Fiddle I part carries the 
melody and Fiddle II alternates between parallel harmonies 
to the melody and various arpeggiated accompaniment fig-
ures and counterpoint lines. With the exception of measures 
30 (the first ending) and 31, 32, and 33 (the second ending), 
Fiddle II plays in a lower register than Fiddle I so as not to 
obscure the melody.  

Notice that sometimes, as is the case in measures 9, 11, 13, 
17, 18, 19, 22, 23, 25, and 28, the  harmony fiddle plays par-
allel thirds below the melody which create very fluid lines. 

Measures 15, 21, and 27 move to sixth intervals in order 
to fill out the chord with the third of the chord rather than 
the fifth, and measures 14, 16, and 20 keep some rhythmic 
activity going in the form of walk ups and walk downs. This 
same rhythmic effect is achieved in measures 10, 12, and 24 
with arpeggios that give emphasis to chord tones which har-
monize with the melody. Jumping to a high  harmony at the 
end seems to flow nicely and to strengthen the final phrase.

[Reprinted from Fiddler Magazine, Winter 2004/05. Jim 
Wood is a five-time Tennessee Fiddle Champion who performs 
on fiddle, mandolin, banjo, and guitar, both solo and with his 
wife Inge. For information on recordings, concerts, and work-
shops, please see his website at www.JimWoodMusic.net.]
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Recipe

It’s gingerbread cookie time!
In addition to seasonal shapes, why not make a few musical instrument-shaped 
ones? Cookie cutters in the shape of fiddles, guitars, banjos, and mandolins can 
be found in most cooking supply shops, or you can use your artistic talents and 
make a cardboard pattern, lay it on the rolled-out dough, and cut around it. Eat 
them plain, or “paint” on strings, etc. with thin icing. Use your favorite recipe or 
try mine, shown below. Have fun!  –– Mary Larsen

Gingerbread Cookies
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1/2 cup shortening
1/2 cup sugar
1/2 cup mollasses
1/4 cup water
2 1/2 cups flour

3/4 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. nutmeg
1/2 tsp. baking soda
1/8 tsp. allspice
3/4 tsp. ginger

Cream shortening and sugar. Blend in remaining ingredients. Cover, chill two to 
three hours. Roll dough 1/4” thick on lightly floured board. Do not grease bak-
ing sheet. Bake 10-12 minutes at 375o. Remove from baking sheet immediately. 
Cool. Decorate as desired. (Note: they firm up as they cool, so don’t overbake.)

Buttercream Frosting

 1/4 cup butter, softened
 2 cups confectioners (powdered) sugar
 1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
 2 tablespoons milk

Cream butter. Add powdered sugar and beat until smooth. Add vanilla extract 
and milk and beat again. More milk and/or sugar can be added for desired con-
sistency. 



	  

Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association
P.O. Box 2666
Cupertino, CA  95015-2666

SCVFA Jam on the first Sunday of each month.
Location: Hoover Middle School, 1635 Park Ave., 
San Jose. The school is at the corner of Naglee and 
Park. Cafeteria parking is on the Naglee side.

Next Jam: Sunday, December 4, 1-5 pm
Holiday Potluck: 1-3 pm
Hoover Middle School

Damaged or Missing Issue? Call us,
or email to: newsletter at scvfa.org

Lee Clarke leads dancing at the November jam while Norio Kawato, Katy Bridges, and Kenny Blacklock play.
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