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President’s Note 
Our September 1 jam in the 
park was on another perfect 
weather day. Folks seemed to 
be having a great time. 

On October 6 we’re back at 
the Hoover school cafeteria 
with two special events – a 
KidFiddle workshop at 2:00 

and a 30 minute show by Rhythm Roundup at 3:30 PM. 

Rhythm Roundup - Our Featured Performer 

Rhythm Roundup is our Featured Performer this month. 
At 3:30 PM the band will play some bluegrass, western 
swing and swing jazz. The band members are folks you 
already know; all are SCVFA members. 

Steve Kirtley is Moving to Knoxville 

Steve Kirtley is moving to Knoxville in East Tennessee. 
He has been an SCVFA member for decades. Steve 
created the fiddler logo that is in this newsletter’s 
banner above and used on our hats and t-shirts. He 
wrote regular columns on fiddle tune history when Mary 
Larsen was our newsletter editor in 1993. When Mary 
started Fiddler Magazine, he contributed articles for her 
new magazine. Fiddler Magazine covers fiddling styles 

throughout the world and is distributed internationally. 
Steve also hand-made the sign that we clip on a 
microphone stand on stage, so photos will have the 
SCVFA identification in them. We’ll sure miss him. 

Publicity Chairperson needed 

We still need help with publicity to get the word out 
about our jams and to inquire about performing in the 
community at senior centers and music events. 

2013 Youth Fiddle Contest 

Pete Showman has generously agreed to be the 
Chairman for the 12th annual Youth Fiddle Contest. It is 
a lot of work and we can thank Pete for continuing this 
important youth activity. 

- Richard Brooks 

Luke Abbott 

KidFiddle Workshop 
Luke Abbott will teach this 
month’s KidFiddle workshop 
at 2:00 PM. This is for 
advanced-beginner to inter-
mediate level youths 17 and 
under.  Participants should be 
able to play one or two tunes. 
Tuition is only $5. 

Sign up in advance with youth programs coordinator 
Mary Kennedy:  email KidFiddle at scvfa.org Rhythm Roundup 2013 

Top: Richard Brooks and Mike Schwartz
Bottom: Sam Morocco and Chip Curry.

2013 Youth Fiddle Contest 
Attention Young Fiddlers:  the 12th Annual 
SCVFA Youth Fiddle Contest will be held on 
November 3, 2013.  Page 3 has more information, 
and full details (flyer, contest rules and the entry 
form) are on our website:   www.fiddlers.org/contest 
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 The Fiddler’s Rag is published monthly by the Santa 
Clara Valley Fiddlers Association and is provided to 
members of the Association. The Santa Clara Valley 
Fiddlers Association (SCVFA), founded in 1973 in San 
Jose, California, is a nonprofit, volunteer-operated 
organization dedicated to the preservation, teaching, and 
enjoyment of traditional music. The first membership in 
a household includes the Fiddler’s Rag; additional 
members sharing the newsletter are steeply discounted. 
To join, sign up at the jam or see www.fiddlers.org/join. 

Officers and Chairs 
President-Trustee ................................ Richard J. Brooks 
Vice President ......................................................  OPEN 
Recording Secretary ............................. Dinah Showman 
Treasurer .................................................  Janet Johnston 
Membership Secretary ............................. Pete Showman 
Newsletter Editor .................  OPEN  (Pete Showman, acting) 
Newsletter Publisher .............................  Charlotte Prater 
Performances Contact ............................  Dave Williams 
Publicity ................................................................ OPEN 
Webmaster ............................................... Pete Showman 
Youth Activity Coordinator ...................  Mary Kennedy 
Youth Fiddle Contest Chair, 2013 ........... Pete Showman  

Trustees 
 Seat 1: Pete Showman Seat 2: Barbara Rosner 
 Seat 3: George Bradshaw Seat 4: Charlotte Prater 
 Seat 5: Dave Williams Seat 6: Tom Clausen 

To Contact the SCVFA: 
Mail:  P.O. Box 2666, Cupertino, CA 95015-2666 
Email: president at fiddlers.org   Phone: (650) 328-3939 

Newsletter Submissions & Comments: 
Email: newsletter at fiddlers.org 

Website:  www.scvfa.org or www.fiddlers.org 
Copyright 2012, Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 
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Jerry Campbell, Steve Kirtley and Trevor Murphy make music  
at the September 1 jam in the Rose Garden.   
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Sam Morocco helps folks keep 
time at the September jam. 
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SCVFA Happenings 
 

Calling All Young Fiddlers! 
Sign Up for our 12th annual 

SCVFA Youth Fiddle Contest 
November 3, 2013 

Young fiddlers, parents, teachers —  
time to sign up for the contest 
and get a couple of tunes ready! 
Be sure to register early:  time 
limits us to 25 contestants. 
Everyone — come cheer 
on these young fiddlers!  

Three age divisions:   
8 and under,  11 and under, 17 and under.   
• Cash prizes for 1st through 5th in each division. 
• Custom-made fiddle trophies for first place. 
• Participant ribbons for all. 
Pre-registration is strongly encouraged.   
Full details and the entry form are on our 
website: www.fiddlers.org/contest.   Questions?  
Call Pete Showman: (408) 255-0297. 

 

Upcoming Jams 
The October 6th jam will be our first back at 
Hoover Middle School after the jams in the park.  It 
will include a KidFiddle workshop with Luke 
Abbott and the band Rhythm Roundup as a 
Featured Performer.  Our next KidFiddle will be in 
March, 2014. 

The November 3rd Jam will be the Youth Fiddle 
Contest.  Jamming as usual outside, but no open 
mike that month. 

The December 1st jam will be on Thanksgiving 
weekend this year, and will feature our annual 
potluck at 3:00 pm. 

You can always check www.fiddlers.org/events/ for 
information about the next four upcoming jams. 

Kenny Hall  
We’re sorry to report that well-known old-time 
mandolinist Kenny Hall of Fresno passed away on 
September 18, 2013.  He would have turned 90 in 
October.  He learned to play fiddle and mandolin 

while a student at the California School for the Blind 
in Berkeley, and was known as one of the finest folk 
musicians in the Central Valley.  He will be missed. 

Seeking Trustee Candidates 
We expect to have one opening on the board of 
trustees at the February election.  The board is 
organizing a nominating committee; if you’d like to 
be considered, or have someone you’d like to suggest 
as a potential candidate, contact Richard Brooks or 
George Bradshaw. 

 Trustee Meeting Highlights 
The SCVFA Board of Trustees met Sept 8, 2013.  
The Trustees: 
• Accepted Rhythm Roundup as a Featured 

Performance for our October jam (publicity but no 
payment).  The group includes SCVFA members 
Richard Brooks, Sam Morocco, Chip Curry, and 
Mike Schwartz. 

• Authorized the potluck at the December jam and 
made initial plans. 

• Authorized a KidFiddle class in March 2014 (the 
next after the October KidFiddle class). 

• Authorized the purchase of six lighter-weight, 
folding mike stands for use with our PA 
equipment.  

• Made initial plans for the Youth Fiddle Contest in 
November.  The entry fee will be $6 and the rules 
are similar to last year (last year’s judges 
recommended two minor changes). 

• Made plans for a nominating committee to suggest 
a candidate or candidates to run in the trustee 
election in February 2014 to fill Barbara Rosner’s 
position (Barbara will step down as trustee). 

• After an issue with the post office regarding 
preparation of the newsletter for mailing, agreed 
with Charlotte Prater’s suggestion to try mailing 
the newsletter in envelopes.  Watch for the usual 
outside information on the envelope. 

• Discussed how to coordinate playouts without a 
single playout coordinator. 

• Are looking into prices for getting some SCVFA 
T-shirts and hats made up. 

• Set Saturday Nov. 9 as the next tentative trustee 
meeting date. 

 Dinah Showman, Secretary 

Trustee meetings are open to all SCVFA members. 
They are usually held on 3rd Sundays of odd-
numbered months (subject to change depending on 
conflicts).   If you’d like to attend a meeting, contact 
Richard Brooks:  President at fiddlers.org.  
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Two Late-2013 Movies and Their Music 
By Allan French 

October 18 will be the release date for Twelve Years A Slave, which features 
a fiddler in the title role.  Brad Pitt plays a small but key role in the movie; it 
also features Paul Giamatti and Michael Fassbender.  You can learn more 
about it through all of the usual online resources.  It is based on the true story 
of a freed black Northerner (a literate man, a carpenter and fiddler/violinist) 
who was kidnapped and sold into slavery in 1841.  The movie is rated R due to 
violence and strong language.  For those who can stomach the cruelty and 
vulgarity depicted, you will be rewarded with some fiddle music, and maybe 
the sounds of a pre-War banjo.  (You know, from prior to that much-earlier war!) 

Inside Llewellyn Davis is a new movie directed by the Coen brothers; and it 
stars John Goodman and Justin Timberlake.  IMDb describes it as “a week in 
the life of a young singer as he navigates the Greenwich Village folk scene of 
1961.”  This one too is quite violent and is rated R.  It will be released on 
December 20.  I won’t be watching that one, but it might appeal to some of the 
folkies and ex-hippies among us. 

Some Older Movies Featuring Music   (Adapted from  
Allan French’s column in the May 2010 CBA Bluegrass Breakdown) 

I did not see The Fantastic Mister Fox in the theater as I’d planned in 2009, 
but I did enjoy the trailers I found on YouTube and IMDb.  This isn’t exactly a 
music-oriented film, but it does include a lengthy scene of folk music being 
played around the campfire.  (The campfire scene alone is enough to warm my 
cynical heart; it was such a setting that introduced me to the concept of 
amateurs singing and playing music in a big group, just for the pure joy of it.)  
[Also, as I recall, much of the background music features banjo – ed.]  

Another fox that is worthy of your movie-watching time is Jamie Foxx, 
starring in 2009’s The Soloist.  It is based on the true story of a homeless man 
who was once a Juilliard cellist and violinist.  Again, I’ve only seen the 
trailers, but it seems compelling enough, and it features a whole bunch of 
talented axe-players (though not a single banjo or dulcimer).   

And speaking of foxes, if not movies:  “He did not mind the ‘quack, quack, 
quack’ and the legs all dangling down-o,” from the traditional song “The Fox.”  
I just looove that imagery!  According to the “Bluegrass Picker’s Tune Book” 
by Richard Matteson, the earliest version of this song appears to have been a 
Middle English poem from the 15th century. 

Looking through a rack of videos on display, several years ago, I was drawn to 
the movie August Rush by its cover image: a guitar-playing street kid and his 
unusually-decorated acoustic guitar.  Robin Williams plays the bad guy who 
tries to make money off the young man’s prodigious talents.  When I later 
watched the trailer online, I got thinking of some of the teenaged musicians 
I’ve come to know.  How would they have showcased their own skills while 
busking, out on the mean streets somewhere? 

 Some other films I’ve seen or have considered seeing if the occasion arises:  
Oh Brother Where Art Thou [30s rural chain gang comedy]; A Mighty 
Wind [60s folk music comedy]; Deliverance [all readers are surely 
acquainted with this gritty, violent drama]; Bound For Glory [Woody Guthrie 
story]; Walk The Line [Johnny Cash story]; Walk Hard: The Dewey Cox 
Story [a Johnny Cash parody]. 
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Two "Crooked" Old-Time Tunes

Key: D major Rose in the Mountain
= 80 Traditional, from John Salyer’s playing

A D A7

4
2

9 D G A D D1 2

B18 D A D A D A D A
(   )

26 A D G A D D1 2

Crooked: a 17-measure ‘B’ part, plus an extra lead-in measure before each ‘B’.

Arr. and typeset in ABC by Pete Showman 2/21/12; rev2 4/20/13. Sources: John Salyer recording (high part first,
125 bpm) and "Old Time Kentucky Fiddle Tunes" #138, Jeff Todd Titon

Key: A dorian Santa Anna’s Retreat
= 90 Traditional, arr. Pete Showman

A Am G

2
1 ( )

6 Am G Em Am

B10 Am G Am

A bit crooked: an extra half-length measure at the start of ‘A’, and a half-length ‘B’ part.

Arr. and typeset by Pete Showman 2/26/12, based on melodies from John Chambers, the Fiddler’s Fakebook and
"what I hear." Chambers says: "Henry Reed reported this tune was played in 1848 by retreating Mexican forces. The
c notes are mostly indicated as slightly sharp."



  
    
 
 
 
 

Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 
P.O. Box 2666 
Cupertino, CA 95015-2666 

SCVFA Jam on the first Sunday of each month.   
Location:  Hoover Middle School, 1635 Park Ave.,  
San Jose.  The school is at the corner of Naglee and 
Park.  Cafeteria parking is on the Naglee side. 

Damaged or Missing Issue?  Call us, 
or email to: newsletter at scvfa.org 

Next Jam:  Sunday October 6,  1-5 pm 
at Hoover Middle School 
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Part of a large old-time group at the September 1 jam in the Rose Garden.  L-R: Chris Cochran, Mike Bell 
(mandolin), Peter Tommerup (background, hammered dulcimer), George Bradshaw, Paul Barnett (back to 

the camera), Laura Barnett (guitar), Dave Bogdanoff (standing), Sue Torngren and John Gregorin. 


