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President’s Note 
The mini-concert by the Hillbillies 
from Mars was a huge success. 
Folks even stopped their jamming 
to enjoy their show. 

Susan Goodis deserves our thanks 
for organizing this event.  

Holiday Discount - $5 Door Admission for Everyone 
Our annual holiday potluck dinner is on Dec. 6. The door 
admission is $5 for everyone who brings food to share. 
Without food to share, the dinner is $5 more. 

Please label your dishes. We are not allowed to use the 
kitchen facilities for our potluck. 

Thanks to Cheri Palasek for organizing the potluck, 
buying the turkey and ham, and bringing the utensils. 
Thanks to Lee Clarke for buying our table decorations. 

Bring-a-Friend Discount – January through March 
From January through March 2016, the board approved a 
$5 door admission for everyone. We encourage you to 
invite a friend and save $3 off the non-member rate.  

Dec. 6 Deadline for Candidate Notice in Jan. Rag 
Members wanting to be nominated for a trustee opening 
can have their candidacy publicized in the January Rag if 
they have 3 members sign a petition and submit it to the 
President or Recording Secretary by December 6. 

SCVFA T-Shirts, Tote Bags, Mugs, etc. 
Trustee Susan Goodis used designs contributed by John 
Gregorin and Hilary Cole to fashion T-shirts, tote bags, 
coffee mugs and more.  Share your comments and contact 
her at sgoodis [at] gmail.com. 

Help at the Storage Locker (1 mile from the jam) 
Please sign up at the desk to help take our storage locker 
supplies to the jam. We need more help. It takes 15 to 20 
minutes to load and 10 minutes to drive. 

HOLIDAY SHOPPING ON AMAZON 
If you use Amazon to do your holiday shopping, use the 
Amazon link on the lower left side of our 
www.fiddlers.org website. We get a small commission if 
you make a purchase and it costs you nothing. 

- Richard Brooks 

 
 

Join us for the SCVFA  
Holiday Potluck  
Sunday, Dec. 6th  
 
 

• Jamming and stage performances from 1-3 PM 
• Potluck Dinner starts at 3 PM 

Please bring lots of side dishes and a few desserts. The 
SCVFA will provide turkey, ham, beverages, eating 
utensils and decorations.   

Bring one dish to feed four times as many as are in 
your group.  So if you come alone, bring enough for 
four people.  If you come as a couple, bring enough 
for 8.  Please bring your own serving utensils and tape 
your name on your serving dishes so we know who 
they belong to.  

Can’t bring a dish?  Come anyway, and buy a meal for 
just $5. 

Note: We do not have permission to use the kitchen 
facilities (kitchen sinks or electrical outlets). No 
food warmers or electric utensils are permitted.  

 
 

 
 



 
 
News from the Youth Fiddlers 
By Allan French 
  
Here’s some news from several of the young people who have competed in 
our Youth Fiddle Contests.  (The contest was not held this past November ... 
hopefully someone can step up to take over for Pete Showman next year.  
These contests are a lot of work, but are wonderful events.) 
 
WILL ANTES is now 19 and attending Cal Poly San Luis Obispo.  (I know 
this due to being friends with his banjoist mom for quite a few years.)  One 
of his chief rivals in our contests was BEN JACKSON, who planned to 
attend college in Michigan, with some sort of musical focus.  (I know this 
because Ben and dad Scott came to our jam back in June, and he played a 
few tunes on the stage.) 
 
Likewise, TESSA SCHWARTZ and HELEN LUDÉ were repeatedly 
competitors in our contests.  When not on our stage, they actually are good 
friends.  For about three years, they have been band mates in “35 Years of 
Trouble.”  The band’s name is due to the combined ages of the four members 
when they started together. 
 
(Continued on page 6) 
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Happenings 

 
SCVFA Slow Jam 
Topher Heath writes: 
 
Hello! Thank you all for participating in the slow jam. 
The slow jam is for beginners who want to participate in 
a slow-paced jam (60-90 BPM). 
  
To participate, you should be able to tune your 
instrument, play chords at a steady pace, and 
(optionally) work up melodies / leads. 
 
The song list for December is: 
 
   D Angeline The Baker 
   D Arkansas Traveler 
   A Cripple Creek  
   G Girl I Left Behind Me 
   G Hot Corn, Cold Corn 
   D Jaybird  
   D Liberty 
   G Long Journey Home 
   D Mississippi Sawyer  
   G Mountain Dew 
   A Old Joe Clark 
   D Over The Waterfall  
   A Red-Haired Boy 
   D Soldier's Joy 
   C Wildwood Flower 
   A Will The Circle Be Unbroken 
   G Worried Man Blues (Page 7 of this issue) 
 
Check here first for songs: www.scvfa.org/tunes 
 
Share Your Photos 
Share your photos and we will include your name if they 
are used in the Rag. Email them to newsletter editor Pat 
Tanti at newsletter [at] fiddlers.org.  

 
Potluck Help Needed 
Potluck co-chairs Cheri Palasek and Lee Clarke will 
need help before and especially during the holiday 
potluck at the December jam.  If you can help out, 
please contact one of them, or any board member. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Silicon Valley House Concerts  
Mountain View 
Susan Goodis writes: 
 

Old Time Fiddling, 
Learn a tune, 

Learn the bowing, 
Get the Sound! 

 
Megan Lynch Chowning and Mary Sue Englund 

December 5th 8:00 pm 
 

Fiddle workshop led by Megan Lynch Chowning 
December 5th 2:00-4:00 pm  

Limited space remains 

 

National Champion and professional fiddler Megan 
Lynch Chowning will teach a really fun old time tune 
that you'll enjoy playing in jams but more importantly 
you'll learn bowing patterns and fingering techniques 
that will translate into every aspect of your playing. 

You'll also learn the underlying structure of old time 
tunes, crooked and straight and better, more effective 
ways to learn by ear.  

This workshop is best for beginning through 
intermediate fiddlers who love old-time music and want 
to sound more authentic and have more fun doing it. 
Recording is encouraged. 

Please email sgoodis [at] gmail.com for a reservation 
Location and directions at 

silicon-valley-house-
concerts+managers [at] googlegroups.com 
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Hillbillies From Mars 
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“Folks even stopped their 
jamming to enjoy their show. 
 

- Richard Brooks 

Daniel Steinberg 

Kevin Carr 

Daniel Steinberg 

Kevin Carr 

Four dancers during the Hillbillies From Mars concert 
(Photo: Pete Showman) 



November 2015 Concert 
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Daniel at the Piano                Kevin on Uillean Pipes and Hardanger                       Ray on Fiddle       Paul on Mandolin               
(Photos both pages: Pete Showman) 

Ray Bierl 

Paul Kotapish 

Ray Bierl 

Paul Kotapish 



(Continued from page 2) 
 
ELVIN HSIEH and his classical violin had an 
impressive year.  He played a Tchaikovsky 
violin concerto at Bing Concert Hall at Stanford 
in July, as well as compositions by Brahms and 
Prokofiev (1891-1953).  Then in November, he 
played at Carnegie Hall!  I am guessing there 
was not a single “fiddle tune” in either of his 
performances, LOL.  However, I am aware of a 
Tennessee teenager who played bluegrass-style 
banjo at Carnegie Hall a number of years 
back.  Apparently such crude, twangy, rarely-
heard sounds did not cause paint to peel from the 
walls. 
  
The young Quale brothers (MILES, TEO, and 
NIKO QUALE) will be performing with their 
parents at the Pinole Farmers Market on 
November 28 and December 19, between 10am 
and 1pm as “The Barefoot Quales.”  Their mom 
posted the details on her personal page on 
FaceBook; and I just discovered that they also 
have a FB band page.  The two older guys are 
also in an all-youth band, “The Rambling 
Minors”; four hotshots, none of whom is yet 
twelve years old! 
 

Youth Fiddlers Memory Lane 
Editors Archives 
 

Following up on Allan’s article, here are 
selected shots from our SCVFA archives.   

 

 

Will Antes and Ben Jackson at the 
2007 SCVFA Youth Fiddle Contest 

Arthur Kee and Ben Jackson 
Photo from the June 2015 jam 

 

Left: Tessa Schwartz, right: Helen Ludé 
Photos from the 2014 SCVFA Youth Fiddle Contest 

 

Elvin Hsieh at the  
2014 SCVFA Youth Fiddle contest 

 

Left to right: Matteo, Niko and Miles Quale, at the 
2014 SCVFA Youth Fiddle Contest 



MIDI files for the tune are available at www.fiddlers.org/tunes
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= 90 Worried Man Blues Traditional

1. I went a cross the riv er, and I lay down to sleep; I
2. Twenty one links of chain a round my leg;
3. - I asked that judge, "Say what’s gonna be my fine?"
4. That train pulled out, twenty one coach es long. That

G

5

went a cross the riv er, and I lay down to sleep; I
Twenty one links of chain a round my leg;

- I asked that judge, "Oh, What’s gonna be my fine?"
train pulled out, twenty one coach es long. That

C G

9

went a cross the riv er, and I lay down to sleep; When I woke
Twenty one links of chain a round my leg, and on each

- I asked that judge, "What’s gonna be my fine?" "Twenty one
train pulled out, twenty one coach es long, and the woman I

G

13

up I had shack les on my feet.
link an in it ial of my name.
years on the Rock y Moun tain Line."
love is on that train and gone.

D G

16

It takes a wor ried man to sing a worr ied song; it

Chorus G

21

takes a wor ried man to sing a worr ied song; it

C G

25

takes a wor ried man to sing a worr ied song; I’m wor ried

G

29

now, but I won’t be wor ried long.

D G

Arr. and typeset in ABC by Pete Showman 11/25/15 (rev 4).  Performances vary, e.g. Woody Guthrie, Stanley Brothers, Carter
Family.  These lyrics are mostly from Woody Guthrie, though he only repeated lines twice. Some singers begin with a chorus.



  
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 
P.O. Box 2666 
Cupertino, CA 95015-2666 

SCVFA Jam on the first Sunday of each month.   
Location:  Hoover Middle School, 1635 Park Ave.,  
San Jose.  The school is at the corner of Naglee and 
Park.  Cafeteria parking is on the Naglee side. Damaged or Missing Issue?  Call us, 

or email to: newsletter [at] scvfa.org 

Next Jam:  Sunday Dec. 6th, 1-5 pm 
at Hoover Middle School 


	2015-12_p1_r3_Final_With_TOC
	President’s Note

	2015-12_p2-r3_KamimotoAd
	2015-12_p3-r1_SCVFAhappenings-boardNotes
	Potluck Help Needed

	2015-12_p4-r2_Pictures
	Slide Number 1

	2015-12_p5-r2_Pictures
	Slide Number 1

	2015-12_p6-r6-Article
	2015-12_p7_r4_Tune-WorriedManBlues
	2015-12_p8-r2_Cover

