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President’s Note
Erik Hoffman led our March
KidFiddle. It was inspiring to
watch and listen to a group of
10 young fiddlers and 1
mandolin player learn Flop
Eared Mule and Sandy Boys
during the one-hour program.
Their performance after the
workshop
was
flawless
including a clean transition
between the two pieces. These
youths are the future of
SCVFA. We will continue to

•

•

April 2016
Next Jam: Apr. 3

Attend a board meeting - all SCVFA members are
welcome - For date and location, ask any Board
member trustee or officer.
Be a leader - Teach a tune at the monthly Tune
Builder Circle

It takes a village to keep SCVFA running smoothly.
Let’s all do our part,
--- Susan Goodis

nurture them.
After the children’s exhibition, Erik Hoffman,
accompanied by Chip Curry, performed a mini- concert.
Erik has had many years of onstage experience playing
a variety of instruments and calling contra dances. A
concert was a new experience for him, which he made
look easy and sound superb.
Many thanks to Dave Williams for serving as jam
manager, Topher Heath for leading the Slow Jam, Dave
Barton for leading Tune Builders, and also to all those
that helped with equipment transport, and those
covering the admission table.
There are scores of easy ways to keep SCVFA healthy
with minimal time expenditure:
• Come and jam with us every month
• Play on stage for the SCVFA open mic
• Take a few SCVFA business cards to hand out to
fellow musicians
• Invite non-musician friends to be our audience and
part of our community
• Offer assistance 1-2 times a year to transport sound
equipment from storage locker
• Amazon purchases - initiate from SCVFA home
page to give a small commission to us
• Photographers … or wannabe’s - share your talent
by photographing memorable times at SCVFA send to Patrice Tanti at newsletter /at/ fiddlers.org
• Pass on performance inquiries to Dave Williams at
performances /at/ fiddlers.org

By Allan French

At a music festival several years ago, I gave someone a
bag of high-quality coffee, as thanks for regularly
inviting me to his campsite at mealtime. It became a
tradition, and now I take him a bag or two every time we
attend the same festival. It’s my contribution to our
meals; plus, when I’m mooching his coffee, I know for
certain that I’m getting the good stuff!!
On that first occasion, I affixed a special label onto the
bag. It is reprinted here, for your amusement (though it
is reformatted to fit the newsletter layout). Note that the
fake cocktail suggestions have not been tested in real
life.
(Continued on page 6)
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SCVFA Happenings

Pick Up Your Member Directory

SCVFA Slow Jam
Thank you all for participating in the slow jam. The
slow jam is for beginners who want to participate in
a slow-paced jam (60-90 BPM). To participate, you
should be able to tune your instrument, play chords
at a steady pace, and (optionally) work up melodies /
leads. We keep things at an easy pace and we often
play breaks together (old time style) even on nonfiddle tunes. This makes it possible for you to join
the jam where ever you are at in your development
as a musician. So, come join us!
The song list is:
D Angeline The Baker
D Arkansas Traveler
G Girl I Left Behind Me
G Hot Corn, Cold Corn
D Jaybird
D Liberty
D Mississippi Sawyer
D Over The Waterfall
A Red-Haired Boy
G Red Wing NEW
D Soldier's Joy
A Squirrel Hunters NEW (page 7 of this issue)
C Wildwood Flower

Check here first for songs:
http://www.scvfa.org/tunes/
If you have trouble finding a song, feel free to
contact me for ideas.
Note: To add or remove yourself from the email list
for the Slow Jam, send a request
to topher.heath /at/ xxxxxxx. This is not an email
reflector and is not automated.

Show your pride in SCVFA
Get your wearable art in one of two designs:

Santa Clara Valley
Fiddlers Association

Member Directory
March 2016

We hope to have the 2016 Member Directories ready
for the April jam. Stop by the Membership desk at the
jam to get yours. One booklet is provided to each
member household.
These directories are for your personal use, to help you
know and contact fellow members, and are not to be
used for any commercial, political or religious
purpose.

Walker Creek Music Camp
www.walkercreekmusiccamp.org
Walker Creek ranch, Petaluma, CA
April 8 - 11

Topanga Banjo Fiddle Contest
www.topangabanjofiddle.org
Paramount Ranch near Agoura Hills, CA
May 14

Julian Fiddle and Picking Contest
www.sandiegofiddler.org/fiddlepickincontest.html
Julian, CA - June 4 & 5

American Week Dance and Music Camp
Featuring ‘Genticorum’
www.bacds.org/camps/amweek2016
Jones Gulch YMCA Camp in La Honda, CA
June 26 – July 1

Festival of American Fiddle Tunes

Email sgoodis /at/ gmail for information
Fiddler’s Rag April 2016

www.centrum.org/festival-of-american-fiddle-tunesthe-workshop/
Port Townsend - WA July 3-10.
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Top left: Erik Hoffman on stage with the KidFiddle group
Top Right: Erik Hoffman and Chip Curry
(Photos: Pete Showman)
Above: KidFiddle circle (Photo: Patrice Tanti)

Page 4

Fiddler’s Rag April 2016

Dave Williams, jam manager
and performer
(Photo: Patrice Tanti)
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Bert and Anne Raphael dancing (Photo: Pete Showman)
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(Continued from page 1)

It is also tasty right after a plate of Campout
Spaghetti dinner, as prepared by his partner, Chef
Mike.

Cocktail Recipe Ideas

“Pour me another cup of coffee, for it's the best in the
land.
I’ll put a quarter in the jukebox, and play The
Truck Driving Man.
You can eat a Cheeseburger in Paradise but a truly
memorable meal requires special friends gathered
together at your festival campsite!

Gibson's Golden Granada Grog: Equal parts of
coffee, eggnog, and either rum or whiskey, served in
a tall glass, garnished with a stick of cinnamon.
Earl's Eggnog: Similar to a Granada Grog, but with
double the eggnog and half the alcohol; omit the
cinnamon stick and garnish with a pat of butter
instead.
Offers just a light buzz, so you can safely
go Walking After Midnight.
Favored by elderly pickers who retire early, but first
want a Goodnight (Irene).

Will Work For Food ... Will Pick For Coffee!
You can get anything you want at Alice’s
Restaurant (except this fake brand of coffee)
Boil Dem Cabbage Down ... and boil dis coffee up!
Hot Corn, Cold Corn … this beverage even goes
well with vegetables!

Serving Suggestions
May be served with Whiskey Before Breakfast or
with Shortenin Bread depending on your plans for
the rest of the morning.
When preparing shortening biscuits, we suggest
getting your Skillet Good And Greasy before
pouring batter onto the cooking surface.
This beverage may be useful on Sunday Morning
Coming Down from a long Saturday night jam, or
after an evening of too much Mountain Dew.
Our coffee complements a serving of American
Pie (and many other types of pies, for that matter).
This pairs well with Cowboy Hash or Sierra Fritters
for breakfast, prepared by CBA Bluegrass Chef, JD
Rhynes.
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Allan French is a long time SCVFA member and Jam
attendee.
He writes a column for the CBA (California
Bluegrass Association), and he is HOB Archivist
(Hooked on Bluegrass), a CBA feature.
You can reach Allan at afrench123 /at/ comcast.net
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MIDI files for the tune are available at www.fiddlers.org/tunes
Key: A Mixolydian (&/or A Dorian)

= 90

Squirrel Hunters

Traditional
From John Hartford’s playing
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** Measure 2 (or 6) is
sometimes like this:
Transcribed and typeset in ABC by Pete Showman, from the playing of John Hartford (fiddle), with Mark Schatz
(Bass), Mike Compton (mandolin) and Chris Sharp (guitar), playing at the Kentucky Folk Festival at Berea College in
Bardstown, KY in 1998. Apparently John got it from Samuel Bayard’s "Dance to the Fiddle, March to the Fife," tune
no. 220. See www.youtube.com/watch?v=gV98pfwsM3k. Watch the video to see John’s smooth bowing and
fingering; there are good closeups of the fiddle. (rev. 2: 3/20/2016)
Notes on the Mode(s) and Chords
*** These C notes often sound half-way between C and C , but I think usually more towards C . As I hear John’s
playing it’s partly A-Mixolydian (C#) and partly A-Dorian (C natural), though some transcriptions push all the C’s
one way or the other.
The mode of the tune is often ambiguous, e.g. there are no C notes in the first two measures, so you can’t tell if it’s
A-Mixolydian (major) or A-Dorian (minor) -- and as noted above, when they do occur they sound halfway between
natural and sharp. The typical A-Mixolydian "A & G" accompaniment shown is what I mostly hear, but the chords
could also be "Am & G", as for A-Dorian. Ideally accompanists could play A chords without the third (C) note, to
make them ambiguous too.
The D chord at the ends of the parts is not typical for A Mixolydian (more like D major) but it seems to be what’s
played -- even though in John’s fiddle chord the A note seems to dominate over the D (suggesting an A key). You
could also play an A chord (and make the lower note of the melody chord ’E’ instead of ’D’).
Some transcriptions substitute Em for the A chords at least in the [A] part; do that if you prefer.
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Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association
P.O. Box 2666
Cupertino, CA 95015-2666

SCVFA Jam on the first Sunday of each month.
Location: Hoover Middle School, 1635 Park Ave.,
San Jose. The school is at the corner of Naglee and
Park. Cafeteria parking is on the Naglee side.

Next Jam: Sunday Apr. 3rd, 1-5 pm
at Hoover Middle School
Damaged or Missing Issue? Call us,
or email to: newsletter /at/ scvfa.org

It all starts in the classroom!
(Photos: Patrice Tanti)

