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President’s Note
Come join SCVFA’s FREE
August JAM in the PARK.

These are my favorite jams of
the year and some of the best
attended. The jamming will
happen in the Municipal Rose
Garden Park in San Jose, at the
corner of Naglee Ave and
Garden Drive. Do come early
and enjoy a stroll through the
gardens.
Early birds, we need you to arrive at approximately
11am and save the tables in our chosen area. This is
a great excuse to schedule a picnic and extend your time
under the redwoods. Bring snacks to share and don’t
forget your chairs. Share this event with everyone you
know. Bring family and friends to enjoy the day in the
park with live music. This is the perfect opportunity to
introduce fellow musicians to SCVFA. There are a few
rules of the park to keep in mind: no alcohol, no dogs, no
motorized vehicles, no skate boards, no smoking, and no
structures (canopies, playpens).
See www.sanjoseca.gov/facilities/facility/details/74
The SCVFA KidFiddle program is under review. Most
of us believe in the importance of passing on the music
tradition to younger people – but what should the
program’s specific goals be, and are we accomplishing
them? The Board is currently discussing this. If the
Youth Program is of interest and value to you, speak up –
and volunteer to help keep it happening.
Do you love SCVFA? Have you told all your friends?
Want to let even more folks know about SCVFA? We
need a publicity chair, or perhaps committee. The time
commitment is small, yet important. If you are willing
and able, contact me.
The Good Old Fashioned Bluegrass Festival is coming
soon. Just a short drive from the Bay Area will take you
to a long weekend of continuous Bluegrass performances
on stage and non-stop jamming. SCVFA will host a
table to promote our organization and connect with local
musicians. Contact me to sign up for a shift or two at the
SCVFA table.

August 2017
Next Jam: Aug 6

Member Feedback Wanted
See the article on page 2!
Want to immerse yourself in old time music? The place
to be is the CBA’s Golden Old-Time Campout,
happening August 24-27 in Lake Sonoma. For more
information contact Steve Goldfield: 510-xxx-8970 or
stevegoldfield [at] yahoo.com.
The July Jam in the park boasted at least 10 different
high energy jam groups. The bluegrass jam was by far
the best represented with about 20 folks playing and
singing the entire afternoon. The old-time jam also
developed a tremendous groove by midafternoon. Our
awesome music drew in many spectators. It’s hard to
just walk by when you get caught up in the joy of this
event, with close to 90 musicians representing SCVFA.
John Gregorin and Sue Torngren kept a large group
captivated. They started with original tunes and
proceeded to teach the Tune Builder workshop with
tunes from the Portland Collection. Thanks John and
Sue. Topher Heath was unable to attend this month’s
jam, but as good fortune would have it, Sharon
McCorkell, a first-timer at SCVFA, stepped up to lead
the Slow Jam. Welcome Sharon and a big thank you for
jumping right in to volunteer.
Thanks to Cindy Dinga for managing, to Dinah and
Charlotte for taking care of membership, to all the folks
who contributed the yummy snacks, and to all the
members and others who came to make music and share
in the community.
It takes a village to keep SCVFA running smoothly.
Let’s all do our parts.
- Susan
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Member Feedback Wanted – Anne Raphael
In the next couple of months, SCVFA board members will be phoning
members to update database info. We want to make sure we have correct
phone numbers, emails and addresses. We also want to get feedback about
the how the organization operates, and especially the monthly jam
So when we call, please talk to us and let us know how you feel about
SCVFA issues, such as those mentioned below or any others on your mind.
(And would you like to help us make some of these calls?)
Regarding the Jam:
• Do you have ideas for attracting more jam participants?
• Have you tried playing in the Slow Jam or the Tune-Builder group?
If so, did you like those sessions and find them useful?
• If there are other styles of music you’d like to be playing, would you be
able to help organize or lead such a group at the jam?
• We sometimes organize mini-concerts and workshops at the jams.
Do you like those? Suggestions for other performers we might invite?
• What are your thoughts on KidFiddle, and on reaching young adults?
General:
• Do you like getting the Fiddler’s Rag in hard copy, or would you prefer it
in electronic form, with color photos? Do you use the website’s back issues?
• Are there any articles you could write for the Rag? (Examples: events,
performing or learning techniques, memories of great musicians, etc.)
• Do you use the Facebook page and/or the website? Other social media?
• Have you participated in any of our “playouts” (performances for other
groups for a moderate fee, as outreach and to help us financially)?
- If so, did you enjoy them? If not, would you like to try sometime?
- Could you help organize performances, or contact potential “customers”?
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SCVFA Happenings
SCVFA Slow Jam
Active song list
Thank you all for participating in the slow jam. The
slow jam is for beginners who want to participate in a
slow-paced jam (60-90 BPM). Here’s the current list
of tunes and songs:
Angeline the Baker (D)
Arkansas Traveler (D)
Girl I Left Behind Me (G)
Jaybird (D)
June Apple (A)
Liberty (D)
Mississippi Sawyer (D)
Over the Waterfall (D)

Red-Haired Boy (A)
Red Wing (G)
Soldier’s Joy (D)
Squirrel Hunters (A)
St. Anne’s Reel (D)
Swallowtail Jig (E)
Whiskey Before Breakfast (D)
Wildwood Flower (C)

Check here first for sheet music: scvfa.org/tunes/

Upcoming Events
August 6th, SCVFA Jam
Free Music Jam at the Rose Garden Park.
August 10th-13th 24th Annual Good Old
Fashioned Bluegrass Festival
San Benito County Historical Park in Tres Pinos
www.scbs.org/events/gof/gof-tickets/
th

August 17 , Silicon Valley House Concert
Stuart Mason and John Weed Traditional-AmericanaOldtime-Irish.
email: SV.houseconcerts /at/ gmail.com for reservations

SCVFA now has a Facebook Page
Look for: “Santa Clara Fiddlers Association SCVFA”.
Share with your friends and invite new friends to get
to know our music community. Share our events on
your own page. You never know which of your
friends may join SCVFA next month. Posts are
encouraged, but please limit the content to that which
is directly related to SCVFA.

July Board Meeting Highlights
Our recent board meeting, on Tuesday July 11,
featured five trustees in person (Cindy Dinga, Wes
Mitchell, Bert Raphael, Pete Showman and Dave
Williams) plus Board President Susan Goodis by
speakerphone from her room in El Camino Hospital,
where she has been recuperating from complications
of foot surgery. Treasurer Dinah Showman and
Secretary Anne Raphael were also present.
We discussed the yearly budget projections,
membership and jam attendance, and planned
playouts. Then we welcomed members Bev and Steve
Tracey. They talked about how Bev can redesign our
web site with WordPress, to create a site that is both
more appealing to users who use mobile devices and
much more user-friendly for maintaining and updating
information than the current HTML-based system.
After a lot of discussion about SCVFA’s mission in
encouraging musicians, with opportunities to play on
stage with microphones, and special groups like the
slow jam and tune builder at our monthly jams, we all
agreed to make the web page change. A steering
committee of Susan, Pete, Bev, Wes and Dave will
work at defining our goals for the redesign.
After that long discussion, we returned to regular
board business including discussion of other methods
of attracting jammers and new members and retaining
current members, like using an SCVFA “Meetup”
group, possible classified ads and announcements in
local papers, emails to members who do not renew,
and phone calls to current members to survey what
they would like to keep or change about SCVFA.
The youth program remains on hold as we are still
evaluating options.
Our next jam will again be in the Park, and our next
board meeting will be on Tuesday, September 12. Any
member is welcome! Please contact president Susan
Goodis to learn the time and location:
president /at/ fiddlers.org.
Anne Raphael, Recording Secretary

LOST and FOUND at recent SCVFA jams

Ways to keep SCVFA healthy…

* A clip-on tuner
* A fiddle shoulder rest
If you think either might be yours, check at the
membership table at the August jam (in the park) or at
the admission desk at one of the upcoming jams at
Hoover; describe your missing item and we'll see if it
fits what we've found.

• Go to Amazon from the SCVFA home page.
• Come and jam with us every month.
• Offer assistance 1-2 times a year to transport sound
equipment from the storage locker.
• Send your SCVFA event photos to
newsletter /at/ fiddlers.org.
• Play on stage for the SCVFA open mic.
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July Photos (1 of 3)

SCVFA banner

Flags everywhere but the guitar

What’s funny about a D Major?
Patriotic mandolin

Outlaw fiddling
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It’s about 4:20 and there’s nowhere else I’d
rather be…
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July Photos (2 of 3)

Is that a worm on my boot?

Fiddle and Cello meet at the park

The fiddlers stopped… Is the banjo
out of tune?
For Dinah and Charlotte, it’s always membership day

Everyone’s smiling in this photo. What’s up?
Fiddler’s Rag August 2017

Page 5

July 2017 Photos (3/3)

Ukulele gang

Mandolin solo in the wind

Harmonica lock and load
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Parallel strings

It’s all in the cap
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You can hear a MIDI rendering of the tune at www.showman.org/tunes/

Old Jimmy Sutton

Key: D major

= 100

Traditional

Here are four ways to play sections of the A part, more or less interchangeable:

A

5

D

D

A

D

A

D

A

A

To B or B’

And some B part variations:
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FINE

From time to time sing something like this (maybe an octave lower), replacing the B part:
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Chorus:

21

D

Sheep, sheep!

A

D

A

To A part

Baaaa! Baaaa!

I mostly learned the tune and some lyrics from Gary Breitbard, at the Monday night old-time jam -- with a little
help from the Web. You can find lots of melody and lyric variations on YouTube and elsewhere on the Web.
Arr. and typeset in ABC by Pete Showman 2/25/12. Rev 2 (added B’ melody and revised lyrics) 8/20/12.
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Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association
P.O. Box 2666
Cupertino, CA 95015-2666

Rose Garden Park
July & August
2017

Next Jam: Sunday August 6th
at 1 pm
Rose Garden Park (see map)
Damaged or Missing Issue? Call us,
or email to: newsletter /at/ scvfa.org

It’s summer play-day at the park!

SCVFA President Susan Goodis recovering at the hospital.
Best wishes for a prompt recovery Susan! Thank you for all you are doing for the SCVFA.
(photo: Matt Mathis)

