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President’s Note
The jam in September was a
scorcher. Temperatures reached
114 in some of our neighboring
communities and close to 110 in
San Jose. Our musicians could
not be deterred.
Sam Morocco kept the stage full
all day. Wes Mitchell taught
“Shooting Creek” and “Old
Time Sally Ann” to 10 eager
musicians at the Tune Builder
Circle. Pete Showman managed the jam and kept
everything running smoothly. As always, Dinah
Showman and Charlotte Prater ran the admission desk
and welcomed all the musicians. Thanks to these
people and everyone who volunteers.
Often times, folks get so wrapped up in their mus ic that
items are forgotten at the Hoover School. We currently
have a shoulder rest, a clip-on tuner, a blue-handled
sharp knife (left at the snack table), and a walking stick
in our Lost and Found.
Email me at
President /at/ Fiddlers.org if any of these may be yours.
Did you know that SCVFA receives a significant
commission on every Amazon purchase when you
initiate your item search from the SCVFA website’s
homepage? Always initiate your Amazon item searches
thru the SCVFA Home Page and ignore Amazon’s
suggestion to support SCVFA through Amazon Smile
(for which we get nothing).
Help SCVFA keep costs down. We have been billed for
extra room rental time and extra custodian time twice
this year. Since we rent the cafeteria from 12:30-5:30
(allowing extra time for set-up and teardown), any time
over this will incur additional charges. These simple
steps will help keep us within our budget. Do not enter
the cafeteria before 12:30 pm. Return any chairs from
the schoolyard back into the cafeteria and remove any
instrument cases from the cafeteria by 5:15. Everyone
and everything must be totally out of the cafeteria before
5:30. You may stay in the schoolyard as long as you
would like.

October 2017
Next Jam: Oct 1

The Facebook group has been replaced. After several
months’ trial, SCVFA is shifting all Facebook content to
a Facebook Page. Find the page on Facebook by
entering ‘SCVFA - Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers
Association’. Remember to “Like” the page, share it on
your Facebook page and invite friends and family to
“Like” it too.
Trustee Dave Williams has been serving SCVFA for 10
years and will be vacating his seat as of February. He is
also leaving his position as Performance manager.
Thank you Dave for all the time and energy you have
given SCVFA over these years. I know we will
continue to see you coming to the jams to play.
Volunteers are what keep SCVFA running. Consider
saying Yes when the nominating committee asks you to
join the board.
SCVFA is working on a couple of new projects. The
board is currently exploring options for accepting credit
cards at the jam. We are also in the process of building
a new website. Thank you Bev Tracey for donating
your time and expertise to work with the web redesign
committee on this major project.
It takes a village to keep SCVFA running smoothly.
Let’s all do our part.
--- Susan

Check John Sellers
performing
“Wizard’s Walk”
on our Facebook
page.
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Susan Goodis and a few other SCVFA members camped at Valley of the
Moon Scottish Fiddle School last month.
Friday, September 1, in Santa Cruz, was the final event of Valley of the
Moon (see valleyofthemoon.org). This is where all the campers head to
town and put on an amazing concert. This concert features the fantastic
teachers, and, at times, the whole Valley of the Moon crew—a hundred
fiddles, lots of cellos, guitars, piano, bass, and more—a gala affair! Check
their Facebook Page at www.facebook.com/valleyofthemoonmusic
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SCVFA Happenings
SCVFA Slow Jam
Active song list
Thank you all for participating in the slow jam. The
slow jam is for beginners who want to participate in a
slow-paced jam (60-90 BPM). Here’s the current list of
tunes and songs:
Angeline the Baker (D)
Arkansas Traveler (D)
Girl I Left Behind Me (G)
Jaybird (D)
June Apple (A)
Liberty (D)
Mississippi Sawyer (D)
Over the Waterfall (D)

Red-Haired Boy (A)
Red Wing (G)
Soldier’s Joy (D)
Squirrel Hunters (A)
St. Anne’s Reel (D)
Swallowtail Jig (E)
Whiskey Before Breakfast (D)
Wildwood Flower (C)

Check here first for sheet music: scvfa.org/tunes/

Upcoming Events
October 1st, SCVFA Jam
Music Jam at Hoover Middle School.
October 1st, Prusch Farm Mountain Music
Festival 647 S.King Road, San Jose
www.pruschfarmpark.org
Sep.28th – Oct.1st, Walker Creek Music Camp
www.walkercreekmusiccamp.org
Oct.1st, Mountain Music Day
Concerts, Workshops & Jams 11:00 am to 5:00 pm
11911 S. Oak Glen Road , Yucaipa, CA
www.mountainmusicday.homestead.com
Oct 4th , Skeleton Keys: An Oldtime Band –
Spencer & Rains and Friends
House Concert and Fiddle Workshop
Reservations: SVhouseconcerts /at/ gmail.com

It is important that each one of our members
continues to talk about SCVFA and shares our
enthusiasm with fellow musicians, family, and
friends.
Take a few business cards and share them when
the opportunity presents itself.

September Board Meeting Highlights
Susan Goodis and others went to the Good Old
Fashioned Bluegrass festival and got $93 in donations
for the SCVFA.
Patti Bossert and Richard Brooks donated CDs, which
we gave as “thank-you” gifts in return for donations.
We expect school rental costs will go up in September
as stated in our approved use permit.
Cindy Dinga is willing to commit to another 3-year
term as trustee. Dave Williams, after 10 years, will
leave the board AND not continue to be performance
chair.
A nominating committee will be recommending a
trustee candidate to take Dave’s place. If you would
like to volunteer to be either a trustee or the
performance coordinator, talk to Susan Goodis or any
other trustee.
The KidFiddle program is a significant expense and a
significant amount of work to organize, and
attendance has not met expectations. We don’t plan to
hold further KidFiddle workshops in the near future,
while we consider our options.
Susan Goodis will announce on Meet-up that first time
jam attendance is free, but that they have to tell folks at
the door that it is their first time, and that they heard
about the jam on Meetup. That should help us to
evaluate whether continuing to pay for Meet-up is
worthwhile. Note that first-time attendees are free
regardless of how they heard about the jam.
Bert Raphael volunteered to find out more about on-site
credit card and e-payments, such as Paypal or Square,
before the Nov. board meeting.
Anne Raphael, Recording Secretary

Ways to keep SCVFA healthy…
• Go to Amazon from the SCVFA home page.
• Come and jam with us every month.
• Offer assistance 1-2 times a year to transport sound
equipment from the storage locker.
• Send your SCVFA event photos to
newsletter /at/ fiddlers.org.
• Play on stage for the SCVFA open mic.
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September Photos (1 of 2)

Tune Builder led by Wes Mitchell
(photo: Susan Goodis)

Cata finds the best way to beat the heat
(photo: Susan Goodis)
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No sweat from the tune itself…
(photo: Susan Goodis)
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September Photos (2 of 2)

Samuel on guitar and Owen on mandolin are new to
the SCVFA stage. Seen in the top left and top right
photos with John Durbin (photos: Susan Goodis).

Samuel and Owen performing gypsy jazz at the
September Jam open mic. in the photos below.
Check the video on our Facebook page.
(left photo: Élan Alford)

Hydration and fiddling fun
(three bottom photos: Susan
Goodis)
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31 year-old beginning fiddler and SCVFA
member Cordelia Naumann describes her
tribulations in this article published in the Oct
2001 Rag. This experience almost two
decades ago still resonates with many of us
today.

The Beginning Fiddler
by Cordelia Naumann
Dear Beginning Fiddlers,
Give me you rosin, your student fiddles, and your
first month of only playing open strings
Give me your re-tunings from knocking your case
against the doorway a million times
Give me your frustration from not knowing every
tune from day one
And give me your wide-eyed stares as you watch
the fast fiddlers and think there’s no way you will
ever be that good.

phone number. I figured, what the heck, I’ll give it
a try.
I started taking lessons from Art and the whole
world of fiddle music just opened up to me. Art
teaches by ear, and by the end of the first lesson I
had learned Angeline the Baker. By the second or
third lesson I had learned yet another old time tune
and a few Irish tunes – this was fun! Art encouraged
me to listen to as much fiddle music as possible, and
to attend as many jams as I could possibly manage.
Art hooked me up with JoAnn Rees, who hosts slow
jams on Friday nights at different people’s houses
around the Bay Area. I started to attend at least
once a month, and occasionally I would go to the
old-time jams on Monday nights at Fibbar’s just to
listen. I also attended some of Daniel Steinberg’s
house concerts in Mountain View. I saw the
fabulous Irish fiddler Vincent Griffin and just
recently Alan Jabbour. I also joined the Santa Clara
Valley Fiddlers Association and started to attend
some of their jamborees.

But you will…
I am a new fiddler. I started playing fiddle 3 years
ago in October of 1998 at the age of 31. My first
teacher was a pink-haired rock fiddler names Joan
Ling. She played fiddle for a Bay Area-based band
called Ibopa. I got her name from the folks at
Starving Musician in Santa Clara, California, where
I bought my first fiddle. I wanted to learn to play
the fiddle, but I had no idea at the time that I wanted
to play old-time or Irish music. I just wanted to get
my hands on that instrument and be able to play a
few tunes. Joan taught me the Suzuki method, and
I spent the first year or so learning how to hold the
bow, play the basic scales, and how to play all the
versions of “Twinkle Twinkle Little Star,” different
bowing and all. Joan then started to teach me how
to read music and to learn a few easy classical tunes.
However, I quickly got bored with the classical
repertoire. I didn’t really feel like I was having
“fun” playing classical music. Learning how to
read took too long and it seemed like I wasn’t
learning fast enough. After a year, I stopped taking
lessons feeling a bit discouraged.
After just six months, I really started to miss the feel
of that instrument. So, one day in June 2000 I went
into Kamimoto Strings to ask them if they knew
anyone that taught different types of music on the
fiddle. One of the staff there gave me a little piece
of paper with Art Friedman’s name on it. It read
Art Friedman: old time/Irish, and then it listed his
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In the midst of all this fun, though, I struggled quite
a bit. I got really frustrated when I couldn’t keep up
at the jamborees and when I didn’t know certain
“standards” at the slow jams. I would watch the
more experienced fiddlers in awe and kick myself
for not practicing enough or for not being more
diligent about learning new tunes. I voiced my
frustration to my newfound fiddlin’ friends, and
they all responded the same way—with a silly grin
and “You did great!” and “You’re really coming
along!”
And you know what, for someone who took up
fiddle at age 31, I am really coming along. I’ve
learned 40 tunes (okay, 39) in just over a year, have
made some wonderful friends, and now I can almost
keep up with some of the more experienced fiddlers
on some of the easier tunes. So, if you’re just
starting to play the fiddle (or any type of
instrument), please don’t be dismayed. I offer the
following tips:
• Practice when you have time and when you
want to
• Listen to as much old-time/Irish music as you
can possibly stand  
• Attend all or many jams
• And if you don’t know the tune just tap your
foot and hum along!
Keep fiddling…and keep it fun!
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You can hear a MIDI rendering of the tune at www.showman.org/tunes/

Mississippi Palisades

Key: G

By Chirps Smith
Arr. by Pete Showman
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Based primarily on a video (www.youtube.com/watch?v=HBsdtMR1r3o) of Chirps Smith playing it slowly (at about
95bpm), with some variations from John Lamancusa’s transcription at www.mne.psu.edu/lamancusa/tunes.html. You
can also hear Chirps playing it a bit faster (and a bit fancier) at www.youtube.com/watch?v=UWLgXUnUxOc.
Transcribed, arranged and typeset in ABC Plus by Pete Showman Rev. 1: 8/11/17.
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Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers
Association
P.O. Box 2666
Cupertino, CA 95015-2666

SCVFA Jam on the first Sunday of each month.
Location: Hoover Middle School, 1635 Park Ave.,
San Jose. The school is at the corner of Naglee and
Park. Cafeteria parking is on the Naglee side.

Next Jam: Sunday Oct. 1st,
1-5 pm at Hoover.
Damaged or Missing Issue? Call us,
or email to: newsletter /at/ scvfa.org

Show your pride in SCVFA
Get your wearable!
Email sgoodis /at/ gmail.com for
information

