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President’s Note
SCVFA is ringing in the New
Year with AJ Lee and Blue
Summit at the January 7
jam.
The San Francisco
Chronicle says, “While AJ Lee
is only 19 years old, she’s been
the new face of bluegrass for
more than a decade.” Bring
your friends and family to listen
to this sensational young
band. Even better is the rare
opportunity we will have to jam with the musicians.
January 11-14 is a special weekend for both old time and
bluegrass players. The Portland Old Time Music
Gathering and the Bakersfield 48 hour Bluegrass Jam
will keep many of our members captivated over the
Martin Luther King holiday weekend. There are so
many fine musicians appearing at both of these events
that I can’t name them all. You won’t go wrong with
whichever event you choose to attend.

January 2018
Next Jam: Jan 7

you want to share with others? Consider volunteering to
lead the Tune Builder Circle or the Slow Jam. Let me
know at President at fiddlers.org if you are available, even
if only once a year. It is volunteers who keep SCVFA
going and volunteering is a great way to connect with
more musicians.
This month, we have chosen a new location for
“Afters”. We will meet at Chipotle on The Alameda in
San Jose for dinner and conversation. Directions will be
provided at the jam. Thanks Gary & Jena for the
suggestion.
May this New Year be filled with loving families, good
friends, good health, music, and peace. A little
prosperity would be welcome too.
It takes a village to keep SCVFA running smoothly. Let’s
all do our part.
--- Susan

We welcome our new members Birgitte Curt and Jim
Smyth, and Joan and Michael Maher. Birgitte joined to
play harmonica and Jim enjoys sketching while listening
to the music. They will both have many opportunities to
pursue their passions here. Joan met Susan Goodis at the
Berkeley Community Contra Dance Band and joined the
SCVFA slow jam in December. Joan plays fiddle and
Michael plays guitar.
Thanks to the volunteer efforts of Cheri Palasek,
MaryAnn Clausen and Lee Clarke, our December jam
with the holiday potluck was one of the best.
Special thanks goes out to all of our leaders. Bob Palasek
led the slow jam, John Gregorin led Tune Builder, Bert
Raphael was jam manager, and Dinah Showman &
Charlotte Prater handled the admission desk.
If you have a big car, we can use your help. Volunteer
to transport the sound equipment and provide assistance
with setup. Do you have a couple of favorite tunes that

Pencil and watercolor sketch drawn by new member
Jim Smyth during the December Jam.
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New Year Resolutions
 Teach a tune at the monthly Tune Builder Circle.
 Take a few SCVFA business cards to hand out to fellow
musicians.
 Come and jam with us every month.
 Share photos of SCVFA events - send to
newsletter /at/ fiddlers.org
 Attend a Board meeting - all SCVFA members are
welcome - For date and location, ask any Board member.
 Pass on performance inquiries at
performances /at/ fiddlers.org.
 Offer assistance to transport sound equipment from the
storage locker.
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SCVFA Happenings
Did you know that SCVFA receives a significant commission on every Amazon purchase when you initiate
your item search from the SCVFA website’s homepage (www.fiddlers.org)? Always initiate your Amazon
item searches through the SCVFA Home Page (and ignore Amazon’s suggestion to support SCVFA
through Amazon Smile, for which we get nothing).
Jan 11-14 The Great 48 hour Jam in Bakersfield
Sponsored by California Bluegrass Association
www.cbaweb.org/events/great48
Jan 10-14 Portland Old Time Music Gathering
bubbaguitar.com/gathering
Jan31 Hoot and Holler House Concert & Workshop
Fiddle, Rhythm Guitar and Flatpicking Workshop
Detail SVhouseconcerts /at/ gmail.com

AJ Lee and Blue Summit
at the January 7 Jam
We’ll have an exciting event at the January 2018 jam:
AJ Lee and her band, Blue Summit, will perform a
mini-concert for us starting at about 3:00.
Joining AJ (mandolin) will be Sullivan Tuttle (guitar),
Isaac Cornelius (standup bass) and Jesse Fichman
(guitar). All also sing, as they perform a mix of
original songs and covers.
Don’t miss this special event. No extra charge;
concert admission is included in the regular jam
admission.
More details, and general SCVFA info: see our
website www.fiddlers.org or call president Susan
Goodis 650-336-5561

November Board Meeting Summary
Treasurer Dinah Showman talked about the San Jose
School District billing for our monthly jams. The rent
increased to $440.80 per month, and our jam
attendance isn't enough to cover rental costs. All
suggestions to increase attendance and to get prompt
membership renewals are welcome from members!
We may try to email the monthly Rag newsletter early
in 2018, to reduce printing and mailing costs.
We discussed how to encourage jam attendance
through Meetup.com. We agreed to continue the
Meetup.com program for another 6 months and try
using a coupon so we can see whether it is a significant
source of jam attendees.
Anne reported on some preliminary ideas from
members. One is better signage for different group jam
areas, so newcomers can see where different genres
are. Another is to have occasional special group jams
led by members, such as playing French or
Scandinavian tunes. Elan agreed to work on signage.
Website redesign is going well and board members are
reviewing a draft mockup of Bev's work.
Bert reported on ways to collect money through credit
cards at the jam. We may try this for membership
renewals at the January jam as an experiment, before
trying it for jam admission fees.
Topher can no longer commit to being here to lead the
slow jam, so Susan is developing a list of volunteers
who can lead it. Bob Palasek has been a big help.
Nominating Committee is now Élan Alford, Dave
Williams and Pete Showman. The committee is to
nominate one SCVFA member as a candidate to be
elected to replace retiring Trustee Dave Williams (seat
5). Cindy Dinga indicated she would run again. The
Board also discussed several vacant appointed
positions, including Performance Coordinator,
Publicity, and Youth Programs.
Anne Raphael, Recording Secretary

It is important that each one of our members continues to talk about SCVFA and shares our enthusiasm
with fellow musicians, family, and friends. Take a few business cards and share them when the
opportunity presents itself.
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December Photos (1 of 2)

New Member Jim Smyth sketches some of the SCVFA December Jam open mic performers.
(Photo: Bill Boiko)

Potluck Committee: MaryAnn Clausen, Lee Clarke
and Cheri Palasek (Photo: Pete Showman)

John Gregorin leads the Tune Builder Circle
(Photo: Pete Showman)

Tune Builder Circle on stage (Photo: Susan Goodis)
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December Photos (2 of 2)

Warren Nokleberg and Sam
Morocco (Photo: Bill Boiko)

Ken Jones
(Photo: Bill Boiko)

Pete showman
(Photo: Bill Boiko)

Jean Avram
(Photo: Bill Boiko)

Patti Bossert
(Photo: Bill Boiko)

Dinah Showman
(Photo: Pete Showman)

We will soon be in need of a volunteer to assume the
role of Performance Coordinator,
For information email President /at/ fiddlers.org
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Trustee Election in February
As usual, we’ll have our annual Member Meeting at the February jam. The main item of business is election of two
trustees to three-year terms. (There are six elected trustees, with two elected each year so their terms overlap.) The
Board’s Nominating Committee has nominated two candidates for 2018-2021: Peter Forrest for seat 5, and incumbent
Cindy Dinga to continue in seat 6.

Cindy Dinga
Hello! I’m Cindy Dinga and I was asked to fill the seat
vacated when Susan Goodis became President…and was
asked to run (continue) in the sixth seat in February 2018,
when the term is up. It’s a great honor to be asked, and to
help preserve traditional acoustic music, as best I can.
Some Background info on myself:
Besides belonging to and performing in local orchestras and
gospel groups, I have been a member of SCVFA since 2006.
I perform in as many of the playouts as possible, and I was
an Oroville Fiddle Contest winner, placing 5th in 2015 and
3rd in 2016.
I am also a member of Google Contra Dance community
band, Palo Alto community band, Monterey Monster Band,
English Country Community Dance Band (new), and a member of San Francisco Scottish Fiddlers.
Thank you very much for your time and consideration!

Peter Forrest
I’m about as local as you can get. All my great grandparents,
grandparents and parents were born in San Francisco as was
I. My father was a team member of the original San
Francisco 49ers football team in 1946. My grandfather
played the piano on Vaudeville in San Francisco. Other than
that, I’m the only player in my family.
In my high school years in the 60s, every party and school
dance featured live music. It was everywhere. I always
wanted to play. I acquired an old Kay guitar with terrible
tuning machines after settling up with a roommate. Oh if
only they had electronic tuners back then. Using a tuning
fork all by myself definitely stunted my start.
During this time, I got a lot of enjoyment from hunting and
fishing. When the California department of fish and game
closed down the salmon season, I saw it as a sign to make a change. I’ve never looked back. I joined the Santa Clara
Valley Fiddlers Association and met more friends than I thought possible.
I find playing with others is the ultimate way to enjoy music. It’s great to have an organization like the SCVFA that
makes it so easy to find willing players of all levels.
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You can hear MIDI renderings of both versions at www.showman.org/tunes/

Can You Dance a Tobacco Hill

As played by Owen “Snake”
Chapman of eastern Kentucky

Key: D major
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Transcribed into ABC Plus by Pete Showman, 6/20/2017, from a 1996 Snake Chapman recording (Up in Chapman’s
Hollow, Rounder CD 0378) at www.slippery-hill.com. Guitar chords are from the arrangement at notsba.org.
Introduced to the South Bay Old-Time Jam by Jen Cardona.

Can You Dance a Tobacco Hill
From Owen “Snake”
Chapman of eastern Kentucky

(As taught by David Bragger)

Key: D major
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David Bragger taught this nice version: Part 1 (up-tempo) is at www.youtube.com/watch?v=VhlCeq3tuno; Part 2
(slower, with bowing suggestions) is at www.youtube.com/watch?v=SIPs75aG8zA
For fiddle bowing, David suggests using a standard shuffle to begin the [A] part, as shown, then a “Mel shuffle” or
“Mel phrase”, a bowing pattern David says was often used by Mel Durham and Melvin Wine, for the last measure.
Note the two “up-bows” in a row are not slurred. For the [B] part, he suggested two possibilities. The one shown here
uses what he called a “Synco shuffle” or “Syncopated shuffle” (which David said was often used by Tommy Jarrell),
again followed by a “Mel phrase” at the end. As in the Mel phrase, the two successive up-bows in the Synco shuffle
are not slurred; just pause or “hitch” the bow-stroke.
Transcribed into ABC Plus by Pete Showman, 6/20/2017. Guitar chords are from the arrangement at notsba.org.
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Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association
P.O. Box 2666
Cupertino, CA 95015-2666

SCVFA Jam on the first Sunday of each month.
Location: Hoover Middle School, 1635 Park Ave.,
San Jose. The school is at the corner of Naglee and
Park. Cafeteria parking is on the Naglee side.

Next Jam: Sunday Jan. 7th,
1-5 pm at Hoover.

Damaged or Missing Issue? Call us,
or email to: newsletter /at/ scvfa.org

Happy New Year 2018
Photo: Bill Boiko

For information email sgoodis /at/ gmail.com

