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Dinah and Charlotte, as they have done for years, warmly
greeted members and new folks at the admission desk. Pete
Showman helped with membership and Bert Raphael
The first jam of the new year at
processed the electronic payments. Thank you Bob Palasek
SCVFA was welcomed by a large
enthusiastic crowd. To add to the for leading the Slow Jam. Due to flight delays, Dave Barton
was unable to lead the Tune Builder Circle. With a moment’s
excitement, AJ Lee and her band
notice, John Gregorin filled in and did a review of many
Blue Summit captivated the
tunes learned in past sessions. I was jam manager, assisted
audience with a driving miniby my “roadie” husband, Matt Mathis. Thanks to our RV,
concert. AJ spent her childhood
years attending a jam similar to but Matt transported the sound equipment to the Hoover School.
different from ours, the California In addition, he set up and managed the sound for AJ Lee and
her band. Thank you to all the volunteers involved in the
State Old Time Fiddlers
many activities we do to run the jam. Many hands make
Association’s District 9 jam, in
small work.
Castro Valley.

President’s Note

Remember your very first time performing on stage? It was
a little scary, but in time you developed confidence and
maybe even joined a band to perform outside of the SCVFA
setting. This is how many performers have gotten their
starts. Our stage provides a safe arena where you have the
opportunity to develop self-confidence and poise in
performance. Take advantage of the open mic and sign up to
play at the SCVFA monthly jam. Gather a group of friends
on stage and share the music you love or maybe even a piece
you have written.

Volunteers are what make SCVFA. We need more
volunteers to help at the storage locker (1 mile from the
jam). If you have a big car, we can use your
help. Volunteering to transport the sound equipment and
provide assistance with setup take about 30 minutes before
and after the jam.

Do you have a couple of favorite tunes that you want to share
with others? Consider volunteering to lead the Tune Builder
Circle or the Slow Jam. Let me know if you are available
to volunteer, even if only once a year
February 4th is the annual election for the SCVFA board. (President /at/ fiddlers.org). Volunteers are what keep
Members, please be present at the jam to engage in the SCVFA going and it’s a great way to connect with more
voting process and for a brief presentation on the state of musicians.
our association. We must have quorum to conduct the More than a dozen people went for “Afters” at Chipotle in
election. It is crucial for members to make every effort January. After communicating musically at the jam, you
to attend and participate in this process. Voting is limited have a chance to really get to know one another with verbal
to members in good standing (dues paid up) -- Verify that communication at a local restaurant. In February, we will
your membership is current and renew at the meet at the Pasta Market for “Afters”. Look for a brightly
Membership Desk if necessary.
colored piece of paper with the restaurant name and location
Welcome to our new SCVFA members: David and Thuy at the membership table.
Schmidt, Barb Pesavento, Kathy Lyons, Katherine (Ket) It takes a village to keep SCVFA running smoothly. Let’s all
Conway, and Dianne Stauffer. I’m glad to have you all as do our part.
members and hope SCVFA will provide the community you
--- Susan
have been looking for, to share in your musical journey.
January 2018 marks the very first time for SCVFA to accept
credit cards at the jam. Thank you, Bert Raphael, for
researching, obtaining the equipment, setting up the Square
account and processing our first six credit card payments
using Square.
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In Memoriam
We’re sorry to report that Billy Doyle Whitfield, guitarist, fiddler and
SCVFA member, passed away Monday, January 1st at his Patterson
residence. Mr. Whitfield was born in Beeville, Texas and was a resident of
Patterson for 63 years. Mr. Whitfield was a Korean War Veteran, a member
of the American Legion and was a Past President of the California State
Old-Time Fiddlers Association (CSOTFA). Mr. Whitfield is preceded in
death by his wife of 47 years, Lillian Whitfield. He is survived by his
longtime companion, Anita Marley; sister, Donna Clayton; brothers, T.A.
Whitfield and Turner Whitfield; step-son, Robert Reed; step-daughter,
Pauline Armstrong along with several grandchildren, great-grandchildren
and great-great grandchildren.

Bill Whitfield at the 2/7/2010 SCVFA Jam (photo: Richard Brooks)
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SCVFA Happenings
SCVFA Annual Membership Meeting
Feb 4th, 2018 at Hoover School
A brief meeting will be held to elect trustees and hear
remarks on the association by President Susan Goodis.
See the candidates’ statements in the Jan newsletter.

Winter 2018 Old Time
String Band Music Class
With Harry Liedstrand (fiddle), David Brown (banjo),
and Cindy Liedstrand (guitar)
Sundays 4:00-5:30 PM
From January 21 to February 25 2018
Lamorinda Music
81 Lafayette Circle, Lafayette, CA 94549
For information contact Harry Liedstrand at:
harry.liedstrand /at/ gmail.com, phone (925) 708-8004

Mark Your Calendar - Upcoming Events
1/31 Hoot and Holler Fiddle and Guitar Workshop
Reservations: SV.houseconcerts /at/ gmail.com
2/4 Music Jam and Open Mike at Hoover School
2/21 Gangspil – Traditional Nordic music
Reservations: SV.houseconcerts /at/ gmail.com
4/11-15 Julian Family Fiddle Camp, Julian CA
info /at/ familyfiddlecamp.com (760) 522-8458

Got Cards?
Stop by the Admission Desk at the next jam
It is important that each of our members continues to
talk about SCVFA and shares our enthusiasm with
fellow musicians, family, and friends. Take a few
business cards and share them when the opportunity
presents itself.

Did you know that SCVFA receives a significant
commission on every Amazon purchase when you
initiate your item search from the SCVFA website’s
homepage (www.fiddlers.org)? Always initiate your
Amazon item searches through the SCVFA Home
Page (and ignore Amazon’s suggestion to support
SCVFA through Amazon Smile, for which we get
nothing).
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January Board Meeting
The SCVFA board held a meeting on Wednesday,
January 24 at the home of President Susan Goodis.
Anne Raphael, Recording Secretary will provide
highlights from the meeting in the March 2018 edition
of the Fiddler’s Rag.

Silicon Valley House Concerts
Jan 31st Workshop 4:45 PM Concert 7:30 PM
Hoot and Holler
House Concert Fiddle and Guitar Workshop
Reservations: SV.houseconcerts /at/ gmail.com

SCVFA Slow Jam current tune list
www.scvfa.org/learning/#slowjam
Angeline The Baker (D)
Arkansas Traveler (D)
Girl I Left Behind Me (G)
Jaybird (D)
June Apple (A)
Liberty (D)
Mississippi Sawyer (D)
Over The Waterfall (D)

Red-Haired Boy (A)
Red Wing (G)
Soldier’s Joy (D)
Squirrel Hunters (A)
St. Anne’s Reel (D)
Swallowtail Jig (E)
Whiskey Before Breakfast (D)
Wildwood Flower (C)

SCVFA Facebook Page
Look for: “Santa Clara Fiddlers Association SCVFA”
Share with your friends and invite new friends to get to
know our music community. Share our events on your
own page. You never know which one of your friends
may join SCVFA next month. Posts are encouraged, but
limit the content to that which is directly related to
SCVFA.

Share any performance opportunities at
performances /at/ SCVFA.org, and let us know if
you would like to be included as a performer.
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AJ Lee and Blue Summit Mini-Concert

Above left to right: Isaac Cornelius (standup bass), AJ Lee (mandolin), Jesse
Fichman (guitar) and Sullivan Tuttle (guitar)
(Photos on this page: Susan Goodis)
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January Jam Photos (all photos on this page by Susan Goodis)

Chris Cochran

Rick Myers

Beth Moody, Storms Moody (guitar), Paul
Clarke (fiddle), Dovie Wylie (guitar, sitting)

Tom Winchell

Dennis Gale

Cindy Dinga

Colleen and David Wilson

John Gregorin and Sue Torngren leading a review of many tunes
learned in past sessions with the Tune Builder circle

Remember to give the same respect to our guest performers as you would like to receive.
Last month during the AJ Lee concert, several folks stood in the back of the room chatting and laughing.
Though the people chatting may not have realized it, the continuous disturbance was bothering others.
If you need to converse during a performance, please take it outside. Thanks.
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Angeline the Baker
By Bob Palasek
I first learned this tune from a bluegrass recording. Later on, I came across it in a book of Stephen Foster
songs as Angelina Baker. Between the time of its writing and its current presentation in bluegrass and in old
time contexts, there has been a lot of “folk process” involved. As a bluegrass fiddle tune, there is a mix of
syncopations and a few more eighth note runs than one would otherwise see.
Some time after I learned it, I am finding that most old time musicians in the south bay are playing what I
know as the 'B' part as the 'A' part, and vice versa. I think of my A part as the melody that goes with the
verse of the song, and my B part as the melody that goes with the song's chorus. I have no trouble playing it
either way, but my personal preference when I start it, is as presented here.
In measure 15, if you play the parenthesized notes, there is a bow rocking between the E and the A strings.
This for me is a rhythmic hook. If you are just starting to learn it, you may choose to just leave out the
parenthesized notes.
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Angelina Baker

Key: D maj.
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Arr. by Pete Showman 9/30/05; re-typeset in ABC 3/5/12; rev 2: 8/25/15.
Stephen Foster wrote a song called Angelina Baker in 1851, with a different (though some say related) tune. Since
this one is more common in old-time circles we’ve called the Foster version Angelina Baker’s Gone, to distinguish
them. Lyrics to this tune often seem to reflect a mix of Angeline, the Baker, and Foster’s Angelina Baker. These
lyrics are from Mudcat Cafe and other sources; they’re arranged to work with the usual AABB repeat pattern.

2A. Angelina Baker, her age is forty-three
I give her candy by the peck, but she won’t marry me.
Angelina Baker, Angeline I know
Wish I’d married Angeline, twenty years ago.
2B. She won’t do the bakin’ because she is too stout
She makes cookies by the peck and throws the coffee out.
Angeline taught me to weep, she taught me to moan
Angeline taught me to weep, and play on the old jawbone
Final chorus 1x (to ’A’ part):
Angelina Baker, Angelina Baker
Angeline, Angeline, won’t you please be mine?
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Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association
P.O. Box 2666
Cupertino, CA 95015-2666

SCVFA Jam on the first Sunday of each month.
Location: Hoover Middle School, 1635 Park Ave.,
San Jose. The school is at the corner of Naglee and
Park. Cafeteria parking is on the Naglee side.

Next Jam: Sunday Feb. 4th,
1-5 pm at Hoover.

Damaged or Missing Issue? Call us,
or email to: newsletter /at/ scvfa.org

For information email sgoodis /at/ gmail.com

