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President’s Note 
 

Missouri fiddler Charlie Walden 
and his wife Patt Plunkett, pianist, 
are donating a mini-concert 
performance to SCVFA at the 
May jam.  Charlie learned as a 
teenager at the feet of some of 
Missouri's finest old time 
fiddlers.  Along the way, he 
developed an interest in Canadian 
fiddle tunes, as the fiddling in the 
Ottawa Valley is similar in style 
and shares some common 

repertoire with Missouri.    Patt started out by playing 
piano for her grandfather.  She went on to play Irish-style 
piano accompaniment and formed a ceili band in Chicago, 
which won the local Fleah Ceol twice.  She is also a 
professional music educator and trained singer.   Come join 
Patt and Possum (aka Charlie Walden) for jamming and 
be ready to hear their energetic music as they play on stage 
from 3 - 3:30 at the jam. 
 

Several SCVFA members played at Huff School for their 
annual Colonial Days Celebration.   The families provided 
a hearty meal of homemade corn chowder and corn bread.  
Thanks to everyone who participated. 
 

On behalf of SCVFA, I would like to warmly welcome to 
our 7 new members: Samuel Schillace, Joe Tasker, Jeff 
Myll, Dave Thomas, Sharon Maloney and Matt Halicho 
and teenager David.   SCVFA is here to provide the 
community you have been looking for and new friends that 
will share in your musical journey.    
 

If you know of any performance opportunities or wish to 
be a performer, contact Performances [at] fiddlers.org   
 

Thanks to all of our monthly volunteers. They manage the 
jam, run the admission table, lead the slow jam and tune 
builder workshop, and photograph the fun.  Wanna help… 
even in a small way, come talk to me or email  
president [at] fiddlers.org. 
 

Volunteers are what keeps SCVFA going and it’s a great 
way to connect with more musicians.  It takes a 
village...  Let’s all do our part. 

---Susan 
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Email Delivery to Start 
 

Starting soon, targeting the July 2018 issue, we 
plan to begin delivering the Fiddler’s Rag elec-
tronically to most members (by emailing a link 
to the issue).   
We will continue to mail paper copies to member 
households for which we have no email address, 
and to any household that “opts out” of e-
delivery. 
Members who have provided an email address 
should have received an email message from 
Trustee Bert Raphael (a) verifying that the 
address still works, and (b) offering an 
opportunity to opt out.  If Bert received no reply, 
we will assume the address is invalid, and 
continue mailing a paper newsletter. 
Initially we will send one email per member 
household to the address specified to Bert, or to 
the first email address provided to us, if any, at 
the most recent membership renewal.  Eventually 
we expect to be able to send to more than one 
email address per household. 
You can change the email address or opt in or opt 
out at any time.  Just contact Membership Chair 
Pete Showman: email to membership [at] 
fiddlers.org, or call (408) 255-0297, or talk to 
Pete in person. 

mailto:Performances@fiddlers.org
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The Fiddler’s Rag is published monthly by the Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers 
Association and is provided to members of the Association. The Santa Clara Valley 
Fiddlers Association (SCVFA), founded in 1973 in San Jose, California, is a 
nonprofit, volunteer-operated organization dedicated to the preservation, teaching, 
and enjoyment of traditional music. The first membership in a household includes 
the Fiddler’s Rag; additional members sharing the newsletter are steeply 
discounted. To join, sign up at the jam or see www.fiddlers.org/join. 
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News Editor  ...................  Patrice Tanti  

Trustees 
Seat 1: Pete Showman Seat 3: Bert Raphael Seat 5: Peter Forrest 
Seat 2: Élan Alford  Seat 4: Wes Mitchell Seat 6: Cindy Dinga 

To Contact the SCVFA: 
Mail:  P.O. Box 2666, Cupertino, CA 95015-2666 
Email to Susan Goodis:  president [at] fiddlers.org    

Newsletter Submissions & Comments: newsletter [at] fiddlers.org 
Address changes: membership [at] fiddlers.org 
Website:  www.scvfa.org or www.fiddlers.org 

Copyright 2018, Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 

 
 
 
 

The Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association is a non-profit member-
supported organization. 

 
Donations to SCVFA are greatly appreciated and will assist in keeping 

traditional music alive by passing it on to the next generation. 
 

Many local corporations offer matched donations for non-
profits.   Check with your employer... they may offer this benefit. 

You can easily add SCVFA as a 501(c)(3) organization;  
our EIN is 51-0196154 

 
Donate as you are able  

and traditional music will reap the benefits. 
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SCVFA Happenings 
 

 
 
 

Mark Your Calendar - Upcoming Events 
 

 

5/5 9:00 – 4:00 6th Annual Berkeley Dulcimer 
Gathering.  More info at 
www.freightandsalvage.org/berkeley-dulcimer-
gathering 

 
5/6 1:00 – 5:00 SCVFA Music Jam and Open Mike at 

Hoover Middle School.  Mini Concert Patt and 
Possum 3:00 to 3:30. 

  More info at www.scvfa.org or www.fiddlers.org 
 

5/9: 7:30 – 10:00 Santa Clara House Concert presents 
guitarist Stuart Mason and fiddler John Weed.  For 
info email SantaClaraHouseConcerts [at] yahoo.com. 
 
5/10-13 Parkfield Bluegrass Festival (Monterey 
County).  More info at www.parkfieldbluegrass.org 
 
5/24-28 Spring 2018 Strawberry Music Festival, Grass 
Valley, CA.  More info at strawberrymusic.com 
 

 

SCVFA Slow Jam current tune list 
www.scvfa.org/learning/#slowjam 

 

Angeline The Baker (D) 
Arkansas Traveler (D) 
Barlow Knife (G) 
Girl I Left Behind Me (G) 
Jaybird (D)  
June Apple (A)  
Liberty (D) 
Mississippi Sawyer (D)  
Over The Waterfall (D) 
 
Thank you all for participating in the slow jam. The 
slow jam is for beginners who want to participate in a 
slow-paced jam (60-90 BPM). To participate, you 
should be able to tune your instrument, play chords at a 
steady pace, and (optionally) work up melodies / leads. 
We keep things at an easy pace and we often play 
breaks together (old time style) even on non-fiddle 
tunes. This makes it possible for you to join the jam 
wherever you are at in your development as a musician. 
So, come join us at the next jam, 1:30 – 2:30. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Red-Haired Boy (A) 
Red Wing (G) 
Shoo Fly (D) 
Soldier’s Joy (D) 
Squirrel Hunters (A) 
St. Anne’s Reel (D)  
Swallowtail Jig (E)  
Whiskey Before Breakfast (D)  
Wildwood Flower (C) 

SCVFA wants musicians to know that we are “not just 
for fiddlers”.  The image to the right side of the 
Fiddler’s Rag name on page 1 includes a mandolin, a 
banjo, a guitar and a fiddle, to illustrate the diversity of 
instruments played at our jams and events.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Get your wearable! 
Email sgoodis [at] gmail.com for info 

Next SCVFA Board Meeting: May 9th 
 

The next board meeting will be Wednesday May 9th. 
Members are encouraged to attend. Please contact any 
board member for specifics. 
 

SCVFA Facebook Page 
 

Look for: “Santa Clara Fiddlers Association SCVFA”. 
Share with your friends and invite new friends to get to 
know our music community. Share our events on your 
own page. You never know which of your friends may 
join SCVFA next month. Posts are encouraged, but please 
limit the content to that which is directly related to 
SCVFA. 

Share any performance opportunities at  
performances [at] fiddlers.org, and let us know if you 

would like to be included as a performer. 
 

Lost & Found 
Missing... 1 fiddle bow?  Is this yours?  Contact me at 
President [at] Fiddlers.org 
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Jam Photos (by Susan Goodis) 
 

   
   Stage performers  Colonial Day performers 

Bluegrass jam simmering 



 
 

 
Fiddler’s Rag  May 2018 Page 5  
  

Jam Photos (by Susan Goodis) 
      

         
 
 
 

   
 
 
 

 

Fiddler Ann Whitesell  Guitarist warming up  Anne Raphael  

Guitarist Linda Maki (left) and banjo player Dave Magram 
(right) play in a bluegrass jam  

Tune builder circle led by Sarah Kirton (third from right) 

Mandolin player Chris Flake and fiddler Pete 
Showman 
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F-Hole, a Darwinian Evolution 
By Patrice Tanti 

 
 

The first image of a fiddle-like 
instrument appeared in a 1530 painting 
by Gaudenzio Ferrari (left: image of a 
cherub detail in the Madonna of The 
Orange Tree). 

  

The evolutionary history of the fiddle F-Hole was 
unraveled at the MIT Department of Mechanical 
Engineering during a seven-year research project 
culminating with the publication at The Royal Society 
Publishing Company in January 2015 of the scientific 
paper: The evolution of air resonance power efficiency 
in the violin and its ancestors. 
 

 
MIT scientists with help from violin makers at the 
North Bennet Street School in Boston studied hundreds 
of violin designs by masters Nicolo Amati, Antonio 
Stradivari and Giuseppe Guarneri, through the 17th and 
18th centuries.     
 

The research article abstract states:  
“… air flow at the perimeter rather than the broader 
sound-hole area dominates acoustic conductance…”  

“As a result … sound-hole geometry of the violin’s 
ancestors slowly evolved over centuries from simple 
circles to complex f-holes” 
 “F-hole length then slowly increased by roughly 30% 
across two centuries in the renowned workshops of 
Amati, Stradivari and Guarneri, favoring instruments 
with higher air-resonance power, through a 
corresponding power increase of roughly 60%.”  

 

Science tells us the F-Shape generates twice as much 
power as a simple circle of equal surface.  But the most 
striking theory in the article is about how the 
Cremonese violin makers made it happen without 
today’s technology: 

 

“By evolution-rate analysis, these changes are found to 
be consistent with mutations arising within the range of 
accidental replication fluctuations from craftsmanship 
limitations with subsequent selection favoring 
instruments with higher air-resonance power.” 
No matter how careful the craftpeople, there was an 
estimated 2 percent replication error rate in the 
craftsmanship of that era, leading to the natural 
selection observed over time.  

  
Two hundred years of genius, hard work, trial and error 
gave us the fiddle as we know it.  We understand this 
now, thanks to Nicholas Makris, professor of 
Mechanical and Ocean Engineering at MIT and a 
dedicated lute player.   
 

As explained by Jennifer Chu from the MIT News 
Office in February 2015:    
“Several years ago, a noted lute player approached 
Makris with an intriguing quandary: Do the carvings 
within a lute’s sound hole make a difference to the 
overall sound produced? Makris realized that the 
relevant frequencies of sound were in the range where 
airflow through the sound hole behaves nearly as an 
incompressible fluid, and enlisted the help of Yuming 
Liu, a principal research scientist in MIT’s Department 
of Mechanical Engineering.”  



You can hear MIDI renderings of the tune at www.showman.org/tunes/
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Key: G Contradanza de Sonoma Traditional Mexican /
early Californian

= 58

A
G D7

4
3

5 G D7 G G1 2

B
9 G (E ) G

( )

13 D7 G1

13 D7 G

(to repeat
     tune)

2

(   )

Transcribed, arranged and typeset in ABC Plus by Pete Showman, based on a recording by the Alta California
Orchestra and the playing of Bert Raphael, who brought it to the South Bay Old-Time Jam.  Rev. 1: 6/25/2017.



 
 
 

   
    
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 
P.O. Box 2666 
Cupertino, CA 95015-2666 

SCVFA Jam on the first Sunday of each month.   
Location:  Hoover Middle School, 1635 Park Ave.,  
San Jose.  The school is at the corner of Naglee and 
Park.  Cafeteria parking is on the Naglee side. Damaged or Missing Issue?  Call us, 

or email to: newsletter [at] scvfa.org 

Next Jam:  Sunday May 6th,  
1-5 pm at Hoover.   

 

Your May Checklist 
 

� Attend SCVFA Board meeting on May 9th (For location, ask any 

Board member). 

� Go to Amazon from the SCVFA home page for Amazon purchases.  

� Attend the monthly jam on May 6th at Hoover Middle School.  

� Offer assistance to transport sound equipment from the storage 

locker on May 6th. 

� Email jam photos to newsletter [at] fiddlers.org. 

� Play on stage for the SCVFA open mic. 

� Send performance inquiries to performances [at] fiddlers.org. 

� Teach a tune at the Tune Builder Circle. 

� Take a few SCVFA business cards to hand out to fellow musicians. 
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