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President’s Note

way to get to know one another and there is always plenty
of good conversation and good food.

2019 has been the rainiest winter
I have seen since moving to
California. Fortunately, that did
not dampen anyone’s spirits at the
February jam. We easily met
quorum and elected two new
trustees, Sam Schillace and Dave
Thomas.

If you are a photographer, social media junkie, sound guru,
or tech savvy, we can use your talent and skills. Wanna
help… even in a small way? Come talk to me or email
president [at] fiddlers.org.
SCVFA is an all-volunteer organization. We are the ones
who make the jam happen. Volunteers are what keep
SCVFA going and it’s a great way to connect with more
musicians.

Sam said “I happily discovered It takes a village... Let’s all do our part.
that the Bay Area is filled with
great groups like the SCVFA.
This has been so helpful to me as a new student - a safe and
friendly place to learn to play with others. I’m grateful for
that and more than happy to help support and spread the
word about acoustic music.”

- Susan

Dave stated “I would like to work towards strengthening
SCVFA’s place as a ‘hub’ for fiddle based old-time and
traditional music in the South Bay. In particular, I am
interested in introducing younger musicians and new
musicians to this music and to the fun and joy of
connecting with others through jams and other musical
gatherings”. Welcome, both of you, to the board.
The next board meeting is March 27th. Members are
encouraged to join us for a potluck dinner and attend the
meeting afterwards. Contact president -at-fiddlers.org for
details.
Heads up on a future event… The Wildcat Mountain
Ramblers will be joining SCVFA in April to play a miniconcert and jam with us after. Mark your calendar for this
special performance and spread the word.
It’s important to bring in new musicians to our group and
to keep our traditional music alive. Let everyone know
about SCVFA and encourage them to join us. There is no
requirement to play an instrument.
We all love an
audience.
February “Afters” at Chipotle’s was attended by a dozen
folks.
In March, when the jamming is over, join us at “Sam’s
Bar-B-Que” 1110 S Bascom Ave, San Jose. It’s a great

Bluegrass on stage at the SCVFA jam
(Photo: Susan Goodis)
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The Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association is a non-profit membersupported organization.
Donations to SCVFA are greatly appreciated and will assist in keeping
traditional music alive by passing it on to the next generation.
Many local corporations offer matched donations for nonprofits. Check with your employer... they may offer this benefit.
You can easily add SCVFA as a 501(c)(3) organization;
our EIN is 51-0196154
Donate as you are able
and traditional music will reap the benefits.

SCVFA wants musicians to know that we are “not
just for fiddlers”. The image to the right side of
the Fiddler’s Rag name on page 1 includes a
mandolin, a banjo, a guitar and a fiddle, to
illustrate the diversity of instruments played at our
jams and events.
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SCVFA Happenings
SCVFA Slow Jam current tune list
www.fiddlers.org/learning/#slowjam
Angeline The Baker (D)
Arkansas Traveler (D)
Barlow Knife (G)
Girl I Left Behind Me (G)
Jaybird (D)
June Apple (A)
Liberty (D)
Mississippi Sawyer (D)
Over The Waterfall (D)

Red-Haired Boy (A)
Red Wing (G)
Shoo Fly (D)
Soldier’s Joy (D)
Squirrel Hunters (A)
St. Anne’s Reel (D)
Swallowtail Jig (E)
Whiskey Before Breakfast (D)
Wildwood Flower (C)

Thank you all for participating in the slow jam. The
slow jam is for beginners who want to participate in a
slow-paced jam (60-90 BPM).

Mark Your Calendar - Upcoming Events
3/3 1:00 - 5:00pm SCVFA music jam at Hoover.
More info at www.fiddlers.org.
3/9 1:00- 9:00pm Sonoma County Bluegrass & Folk
Festival in Sebastopol, CA. More info at
www.cbaweb.org.

Annual Membership Meeting Highlights
As a quorum of members was present, President Susan
Goodis convened the annual membership meeting of the
SCVFA during the February monthly jam.
Elan Alford presented the two new trustee candidates:
Sam Schillace and David Thomas were elected
unanimously by a show of hands to seat 3 and 4
respectively.
Pete Showman then explained the bylaws modifications
needed to allow email delivery of multiple copies of the
Fiddlers Rag to households with more than one member.
The Board of Trustees had agreed to those modifications
at an earlier meeting, and the membership ratified those
bylaws modifications by a show of hands.
President Susan Goodis then gave a “State of the
SCVFA” message in which she described some recent
improvements such as using Square to accept payments
by credit card at the jams and the conversion to email
publication of the Fiddlers Rag, which allows many
colorful photos of jams and playouts. She talked about
how we are a 501(c)(3), all-volunteer nonprofit
organization, and she named many of the wonderful
volunteers who do the many necessary jobs that make our
monthly jams so much fun for all.

Special Feb. 2 Board Meeting Highlights

4/10-14 Julian Family Fiddle Camp in Julian, CA.
More info at www.familyfiddlecamp.com.

Following the annual meeting, trustees and officers held
a board meeting. All officers willing to remain in office
were re-appointed (see page 2 for updated list of
Trustees, Officers and Chairs).

4/13-14 CSOTFA State Fiddle and Picking
Championships at the Lodi Grape Festival
Fairground. More info at www.csotfa.org.

Dave Thomas volunteered to work on publicity,
promotion and development, and all agreed that he would
be welcomed in that role.
Dave mentioned the upcoming meeting of the San Jose
City Art Commission. The commission meets on the
third Monday of each month at the City Hall and
commissioners review grants applications from cultural
groups and recommend levels of funding for them to the
City Council. All agreed that it would be useful for Dave
and Susan to go to one of the next San Jose meetings and
then for the board to discuss ways that SCVFA could use
a grant to promote traditional music.
The next board meeting will be at Susan’s home on
March 27, with a potluck starting at 6PM. SCVFA
members are welcome to attend.
Anne Raphael,
Recording Secretary
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February Jam Photos by Susan Goodis
Wood in all Shapes and Functions at Work in Expert Hands at the SCVFA Jam.
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February Jam Photo by Susan Goodis

Sam Morocco, Arthur Kee and Dovie Wylie.

Élan Alford, Anne Raphael and Dinah Showman at the Membership Desk to welcome you.

Wanna help… even in a small way?
We can use your talent and skills.
Come talk to Susan Goodis at the Jam
or email president [at] fiddlers.org.
Fiddler’s Rag March 2019
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and Mac, each had a distinct look, a sparkling
intelligence and a unique voice as a musician. Who
would have thought that this crew from the 60’s and
70’s hippies and Vietnam era generation would have
become the symbol of the Old-Time music revival in
America and around the world?”
Movie Report by Patrice Tanti
The Larry Edelman film “DANCE ALL NIGHT, the
Highwoods Stringband Story”, premiered in October
2018, receiving rave reviews from music journalists
and general old-time fans alike.

The movie is a 14-part documentary retracing the
Highwoods Stringband journey starting with its first
gig as a 5-piece band in April of 1972. The band is
credited with triggering the old-time music revival in
the 70’s and beyond.

I agree with the statement on the cover that this
documentary should be required viewing for anyone
interested in old-time music. The video captures
perfectly the passion, dedication and talent of each
member of the band and the chemistry that united them
in a very special way against all odds at the time. The
film contains numerous interviews of the fiddlers Bob
and Walt, banjo player Mac, bass player Jenny and guitar
player Doug. The soundtrack is awesome with many live
tunes. To name a few: Whiskey Before Breakfast, Big
Sandy, Fire on the Mountain, Rochester Schottische,
Fortune, Old Joe Clark, Old Dusty Miller, Dance All
Night, Rye Straw, Richmond Blues, Coot from
Tennessee, Cousin Sally
Brown, Liberty, Jimmy
Sutton, Beware Oh Take
Care, Who Broke the
Lock?, Been All Around
This World, Goodbye
Miss Liza, Hard to Love
and many more.
In the conclusion,
Paul Brown fully
captures
the
magnitude of the band’s accomplishments:
“The Highwoods Stringband did some really big and
important things. They helped resurrect a style of
Stringband that was fading from popular awareness
and appeal to a very broad audience. Young people
loved them, people who had never heard of old-time
music loved them. They even became beloved to
older traditional musicians. They showed folks this
music could be played with fire and intensity and they
appealed to an entire generation of young roots
musicians who were looking for something
invigorating, something that was at once old and new
and they continue to influence the succeeding
generations. Those are big accomplishments. That’s
what we should celebrate about the Highwoods
Stringband.”

Paul Brown, musician (Banjo) and journalist (NPR
World Newscaster), kicks off the introduction with a
tribute: “The Highwoods Stringband was filled with
character and characters, Walt, Bob, Jenny, Doug
Page 6

This is a story of passion and hard dedicated work on
the road. We are so grateful they did it.
You can get in touch with the band on the Highwoods
Stringband Facebook page.
Fiddler’s Rag March 2019

You can find many versions of both tunes on YouTube

Morrison’s Jig

Jig in E Dorian

Traditional Irish
Arr. Pete Showman
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D.C. Em To Swallowtail:

The Swallowtail Jig

Key: E Dorian

Traditional Irish
Arr. Pete Showman
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Medley typeset in ABC Plus by Pete Showman, 2/24/18
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Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association
P.O. Box 2666
Cupertino, CA 95015-2666

SCVFA Jam on the first Sunday of each month.
Location: Hoover Middle School, 1635 Park Ave.,
San Jose. The school is at the corner of Naglee and
Park. Cafeteria parking is on the Naglee side.

Next Jam: Sunday Mar. 3rd, 1-5 pm
at Hoover Middle School

Damaged or Missing Issue? Call us,
or email to: newsletter [at] scvfa.org

Old-time jamming with Patti Bossert, Pete Showman and Élan Alford on stage at the SCVFA February Jam.

